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NAC Meets in Brussels, Comments on Arms Control 


Howe on NATO 
LD0812185188 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1829 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[By Geoff Meade, PRESS ASSOCIATION, in Brussels] 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe today chal- 
lenged the Soviets to meet a new NATO target for 
halving arsenals of Western and Warsaw Pact conven- 


tional weapons. 


The Alliance upped the stakes at talks in Brussels after 
giving a qualified welcome to Mr Gorbachev's historic 
pledge to slash his “front line” forces in Eastern 
Europe—tanks, artillery, troops and aircraft—by about 
one-third. 


Sir Geoffrey said the gesture was “remarkable by any 
standards” but added: “There is satisfaction, not eupho- 
ria, as we still need a more substantial cut. There’s a long 


way to go yet. 


“We are now proposing a 50 per cent cut in offensive 
weapons, tanks, artillery and armoured vehicles.” 


Sir Geoffrey pointed out there was still a wide gulf 
between the two sides: “The Soviet Union has two or 
three times more tanks, artillery and aircraft than the 
Western side. What Mr Gorbachev has now proposed 
represents a proportional reduction in that imbalance 
but by no means enough. He has got the message, he has 
made a significant step but we want more.” 


He went on: “The whole of our case has for years been 
that the Soviet Union has been spending a fifth of its 
total national wealth on arms. That has got to come 
down. It is about five times higher than our spending and 
they have to move much further and much more funda- 
mentally than us. 


“We must make it clear that these shifts are happening 
because we in the West have remained united, and 
together have maintained our willingness to defend 
ourselves, and have put forward proposals for arms 
reductions. 


“Mr Gorbachev is responding at last to our long-argued 
agenda.” NATO’s aim is to remove the remaining con- 
ventional weapons imbalance by adding together oth 
sides’ armaments, halving the total and splitting the 
remainder down the middle. 


This would mean a Warsaw Pact sacrifice of seven times 
the number of tanks Mr Gorbachev announced would be 
withdrawn unilaterally. 
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NATO has about 22,000 tanks, compared with more 
than 57,000 in the Warsaw Pact countries. NATO is 
proposing a total of about 40,000 tanks—20,900 each— 
meaning a loss to the Soviets of about 37,000 tanks, and 
just 2,000 fewer for NATO. 


A NATO declaration after the first day of the routine 
meeting of Alliance foreign ministers was hastily 
amended to include reference to the Soviet reductions: 
“The important thing is now to build on these hopeful 
developments at the negotiating table in order to correct 
the large asymmetries that will still remain and to secure 
a balance at lIcwer levels of forces.” 


It concluded: “Our vision remains that of a continent 
where military forces only exist to prevent war and to 
ensure self defence, not for the purpose of initiating 
aggression or for political or military intimidation.” 


Mr Gorbachev has a “moral right” to expect a positive 
response to his arms initiative, a senior Soviet official 
said today. 


Mr Alex Lebedev, a consultant to the Kremlin’s Central 
Committee, suggested the U.S. could react by disman- 
tling two of its military bases surrounding the Soviet 
Union. 


“Dismantling these would not affect American or world 
security,” he added. 


Mr Lebedev was speaking at the end of the Edinburgh 
Conversations, four days of top-level discussions 
between Soviet, U.S. and British military and academic 
experts at Edinburgh University. 


The participants—seven Soviets, four Americans and 
five Britons—“heartily welcomed” Mr Gorbachev's UN 
statement as a “significant and important step in pro- 
moting a more constructive approach both to arms 
control and international relations.” 


General Sir Hugh Beach, Rtd, the director of the Council 
for Arms Control, said the Soviet leader’s initiative 
would “sweeten” forthcoming NATO talks on arms 
limitation. 


“It lessens the capability of the Soviet Union to carry out 
a surprise attack and it puts NATO leaders into a 
splendid position,” he said. 


Woerner on USSR 
LD08 12134088 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1111 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[By Geoffrey Meade] 


[Text] The head of NATO gave a first official cautious 
welcome to the Soviet arms initiative today, as foreign 
ministers hastily reconsidered a planned declaration on 
the Alliance’s own conventional arms cuts. 
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NATO Secretary General Manfred Woerner said the 
Alliance had for years called for sharp reductions in 
Warsaw Pact conventional forces in Europe. 


“In this light, Secretary-General Gorbachev's statement 
of unilateral cuts is an encouraging development which 
we welcome. We will now be looking into the details. 


“The steps announced yesterday reduce, but clearly do 
..0t eliminate Soviet superiority and do not establish 4 
stable balance. If carried out they would undoubtedly be 
an important step in the right direction and we will be 
looking forward to their implementation.” 


He was speaking at the start of the two-day meeting of 

NATO foreign ministers in Brussels which immediately 

got down to work on the wording of an already prepared 

ao tion on a conventional arms reduction initiative 
its Own. 


There was little doubt today that the historic Soviet 
move had stolen the thunder from the allies in the run-up 
to the conventional arms stability talks due to start ear'y 
next year in Vienna. 


The declaration, almost certainly calling for greater 
reductions in personnel, tanks and other conventional 
weapons on the Warsaw Pact side compared with 
NATO's own forces, was being amended to include 
direct reference to the overnight news. 


The big question was precisely how to word the welcome 
for the Soviet cuts, while remaining cool about the 
overall impact in relation to the continuing conventional 
arms imbalance in the Warsaw Pact’s favour. 


Mr Woerner said in his opening statement today: “If this 
step proves to mean that the Soviet Union is coming to 
accept the reality that their conventional superiority 
constitutes the principal threat to stability and security 
in Europe, then we would find yesterday’s announce- 
ment still more encouraging.” 


He said NATO's far-reaching goal was “binding and 
verifiable” agreements which would eliminate the 
present conventional imbalance—a move which would 
provide a durable basis for improved European security. 


U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz gave the NATO 
foreign ministers a full account and a U.S. assessment of 
the Gorbachev initiative at the Brussels talks this morn- 
ing. The NATO declaration is due to be finalised and 
published when the meeting ends tomorrow. 
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Spain Urges NATO Stand 
LD0812124888 Madrid Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1100 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The meeting of the North 
Atlantic Council, which brings together the foreig, min- 
isters of the NATO member countries, has begun in 
Brussels. Luz Rodriguez reports. 


[Rodriguez] The Atlantic Council has still not given an 
official reaction to Gorbachev's unilateral proposal, and 
the information U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
may provide is awaited. Spanish Foreign Minister Fran- 
cisco Fernandez Ordonez however, has just indicated the 
first nuances. 


[Begin Fernandez Ordonez recording] One must clearly 
differentiate between a unilateral reduction and a nego- 
tiation. A unilateral reduction is something someone 
does and can undo at any time with another unilateral 
increase. A negotiation is something to which someone 
commits themselves with others at a negotiating table, 
where iimits and verification are established. | think the 
future is that: a negotiation. That is what must be aspired 
to. That is what both the Warsaw Pact countries and the 
Atlantic alliance countries aspire to establish: a trustwor- 
thy, verifiable, balanced mechanism of conventional 
stability at levels much lower than the present ones, 
which will bring security and peace to Europe and to the 
world. Therefore, in that context, I think that today the 
Alliance must in some way include in its communique a 
reaction to Mikhail Gorbachev's speech and that—with 
all these nuances to which I am referring—it must 
respond to the effect that at least this speech creates a 
climate, an atmosphere, favorable to the conventional 
stability talks. [end recording] 


NATO Chief Interview 
PM0812123288 Paris LE MONDE in French 
24 Nov 88 p 6 


{Interview with General Hans Henning von Sandrart, 
chief of Allied Forces Central Europe, by Jacques Isnard 
in Brunssum; date not given] 


[Text] [Isnard] Have there been any quantitative or 
qualitative innovations in the Warsaw Pact's forces in 
1988 compared with recent years? 


[Von Sandrart] There has been no substantial change for 
2 years in the Warsaw Pact’s superiority in conventional 
forces in central Europe. There is a great deal of talk 
about a new defensive concept and a change of doctrine 
in the Pact. But what interests us is capabilities, and in 
this respect there has been no change in the size, struc- 
ture, or training of those forces. For instance, we are still 
facing 25 divisions deployed in East Germany, of which 
19 are Soviet, and 15 divisions in Czechoslovakia, of 
which 5 are Soviet. We are still facing 60 active divisions 





to enable them to hold out for a very long period. 


We note that there is continuity in the modernization 
process, for instance in the Air Force with the introduc- 


are observing airborne detection capabilities (of the 
AWACS type) in operations at the same time as the 
modernization of the Air Force. 


In practical terms, we have not observed any cnange in 
the Soviet forces. In case of attack—although, from the 
political viewpoint, I do not expeci an attack—these 
forces would be capable of rapid deep penetration on a 
massive scale with the aim of capturing important stra- 
tegic objectives as a result of the impact of armored 
forces supported by integrated artillery, engineering, and 
tactical air force elements, with the support of airborne 
units and Special Forces operations, and with the use of 
impressive means of electronic warfare. This represents 
a real capacity to carry out large-scale, combined, deep 
operations compounded by the existence of a consider- 
able potential to mobilize reinforcements. 


Those are the facts. There have recently been major 
changes in the political climate in the Soviet Union, and 
I do not deny them. We have witnessed a: !-ast verbal 
recognition of the existence of some disparities between 
the military forces, especially in the number of tanks. 
ee ee eS 
are observing a more open attitude by the Soviets toward 
mutual veri sallen Guemamn, Wo Gre cation very ear 
signals from political leaders in favor of increased 
nuclear and conventional stability in Europe and a trend 
toward more exchanges between the United Staus and 
the Soviet Union. But it must also be noted that these 
changes in attitude at political level have not been 
translated into changes in the structure of the forces. 


— How are the allied forces in central Europe, 
which face the Eastern bloc, organized? 
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[Von Sandrart] With a border of 940 km to protect and 
bearing in mind that a division can, if necessary, defend 
an area of between 30 and 50 km, my minimum theo- 
retical requirements are for 24 divisions, and I have cnly 
23 divisions, excluding reinforcements and without for- 
getting that some of these units, such as the Belgian and 
Dutch forces, are not on the front. I scarcely have what is 
considered absolutely essential for defending this central 
European sector and I have a total of 30 divisions with 
reinforcements. The operational reserves are the 3d U.S. 
Army Corps, of which one brigade is stationed in the 
FRG in peacetime with a large proportion of the heavy 
equipment already stockpiled, and in particular the 
French Ist Army which could be deployed as a result of 
a French Government decision for the defense of central 
Europe in the southern part of the sector in an emer- 


gency. 


We scarcely have what is vital for defensive action and 
we have no reserve forces on the spot. On the other hand, 
the potential enemy's forces have the advantage, in case 
of a surprise attack, of being able to choose their main 
lines of action and to supply their operations with forces 
rapidly brought from deep within their own territory to 
maintain their impetus. Through the interdictive action 
of our air forces and with the support of effective 
reconnaissance, we must therefore prevent those rein- 
forcements from reaching the battlefield, and play for 
time to enable our own reserves to arrive, to delay the 
enemy and thus prevent that enemy's superiority from 
breaking our forces. 


{Isnard] What is your view of the organization, equip- 
ment, and capabilities of the French Ist Army which you 
will have at your disposal, should the need arise? 


[Von Sandrart] I am pleased to be able to count on the 
Ist Army as reserves should the need arise and I think 
that this cooperation will be fruitful. Since France left 
NATO's integrated military structure, we have drawn up 
cooperation plans, established military missions, and 
designed plans for the use of the Ist Army, including its 
three Army corps and elements from the Rapid Action 
Force [FAR}—plans which are regularly tested in the 
framework of Command Post exercises. This also applies 
to the Tactical Air Force. Things look very good in 
theoretical operational planning. 


In practice, many bilateral or multilateral maneuvers 
with the participation of French forces make it possible 
to verify our operational options, for instance when the 
Ist Army has to carry out a counterattack in a combined 
allied sector, coordinate its artillery fire, erect barriers, 
or manage common air space. Practical cooperation has 
progressed greatly, and I welcome this, and I observed it 
myself in the field during last year’s “Sparrow Hawk” 
maneuvers. That has formed the basis of additional 
plans or agreements, but always with respect for any 
political decision France might make. 


{Isnard} What centribution does the FAR make to you? 
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[Von Sandrart] It would be a very good thing for some 
FAR elements to be attached to the Ist Army as rein- 
forcements. What strikes me as particularly interesting is 
that the FAR’s airmobile elements can be used as a 
forward detachment, because of its availability and 
speed of deployment, before the deployment of the 
ground forces themselves, to show a French presence in 
an operational sector in an allied zone. 


Provided the appropriate political decision is made, the 
French Ist Army will continue to be a key reserve in the 
center region. It is in my interests for it to be modern, 
equipped with sophisticate equipment, and sufficiently 
large. We welcome the professionalism and devotion to 
duty of its men. 


{Isnard] Is the French nuclear deterrent a disruptive 
element in Europe or is it a contribution to the alliance? 


[Von Sandrart] That is a thorny question. My personal 
responsibility is the conventional defense of central 
Europe and I merely contribute to the nuclear planning 
process. It is the supreme commander Allied Forces 
Europe who is responsible for nuclear questions. 


I personally do not regard the nuclear forces as a disrup- 
tive element. Of course, better NATO cooperation would 
be desirable. But, for the foreseeable future our mission 
will be to maintain peace and prevent war and we will 
have to continue to give our political leaders a basis for 
negotiation, and that is why I think that we need as many 
conventional weapons as nuclear weapons. In my view, 
the French nuclear weapons contribute to Europe's secu- 
rity. I do not know about any negotiations which may be 
taking place at government level in the sphere of nuclear 
coordination. There may be probiems in coordination 
between French nuclear forces and allied nuclear forces. 
But I hope that France will contribute to Europe's 
security while maintaining its military independence. 


WELU Greets Gorbachev's 
yay cae Rome ANSA in English 0830 GMT 
Dec 


[Text] (ANSA) Paris [No date as received] —The 
announcement Wednesday by Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, to the United Natior:s General Assembly in 
New York, that the Soviet Union would unilaterally trim 
its conventional forces, by a half a million men and ten 
thousand armoured vehicles, was welcomed here by the 
Western European Union assembly on Thursday. 


Speaking on behalf of the Italian Government, Italian 
foreign undersecretary Giovanni Manzolini szid the ini- 
tiative was “a new element for optimism, hope and 
faith” adding that it also represented “a new element 
which encourages us to continue along the long path we 
have followed so far and to face, with renewed faith, the 
upcoming negotiations on conventional disarmament”. 
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For the WEU secretary general, Belgian Ambassador 
Alfred Cahen, Gorbachev's announcement was “very 
important” because “for the first time”, Gorbachev's 
proposal will lead to a reduction in the Soviet Union's 


military strength. 


In view of eventual new accords on European conven- 
tional disarmament, the WEU assembly approved a 
resolution, sponsored by Italian Franco Maria Malfatti, 
which called on the governments of the WEU mem- 
bers—the European Community nations minus Greece, 
Ireland and Denmark—to create a European satellite 
agency to verify whether these accords are being 


respected. 


The agency would be used to monitor military 
manoeuvres and, in the event of a crisis, prepare against 
surprise attacks. Its importance, Manzolini exiained, 
“would not only be strategic, but political as well. A 
demonstration of Europe's willingness to adopt the use 
of appropriate means to guarantee its security”. 


Undersecre\ary Manzolini, in his address to the WEU 
assembly here, went on to underline the need to take 
advantage of the present favorable moment to make 
progress in the disarmament matters. An accord on 
conventional arms in Europe, he said, “would remove 
one of the major obstacles to overcoming the divisions 
which exist between nations on the continent and open 
the way for new qualitative relations”. 


On America’s request that Europe take a greater share of 
the financial burden for its own defence, Manzolini 
affirmed that “present political, social and economic 
conditions would make it difficult, at the present 
moment, to consider a significant increase in the field of 
defence donations”. 


“Nevertheless” he added, “European nations intend to 
fulfill their duties to the utmost not only financially but 
politically as well”. 


Yilmaz: ’ of Bulgarian Turks Escalatiag 
TA0912071688 Ankara Domestic Service 
in Turkish 2100 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mesut Yilmaz has said that the 
campaign of oppression and assimilation being carried 
Out against the Turkish minority in Bulgaria has been 
escalated. He organized a news conference after the first 
day of meetings held by the NATO foreign ministers in 
Brussels. He pointed out that the positive developments 
being observed in the Soviet Union in connection with 
human rights have not spread to all the Eastern bloc 
countries. 


Our correspondent Nadir Saygili reports from Brussels 
that Yilmaz stressed there has been no change in the 
situation of the Bulgarian Turks and that the authorities 
continue to pursue an assimilation policy. The foreign 
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minister said that he raised this issue in his address at the 
NATO meeting and asked the allies to be more sensitive 
in their approach to the matter. 


Foreign Minister Yilmaz then said that Soviet leader 
Gorbachev's announcement about conventional force 
reduction is very important but must be assessed very 
carefully. 


On his meeting with Greek Foreign Minister Papoulias, 
Yilmaz said they assessed the present state of the Turk- 
ish-Greek dialogue and agreed to prevent developments 
that might hurt the atmosphere of trust between the two 
sides. Yilmaz added that he told Papoulias that Prime 
Minister Papandreou’s scheduled visit to Turkey in the 
spring is important for the continuation of this process. 
Yilmaz revealed that Papoulias gave him a letter from 
Papandreou to be conveyed to Prime Minister Ozal. 


Yilmaz then said that he also held a meeting with British 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe, whom he briefed 
on the Turkish-Cyprioi proposals made in New York. 


GATT Midterm Talks Continue in Montreal 


Uno, Sato News Conference 
OW0912082088 Tokyo KYODO in English 0756 GMT 
9 Dec 88 


[By Shiro Yoneyama] 


[Text] Montreal, Dec. 9 KYODO—Two Japanese cabi- 
net ministers said here early Friday that Japan is com- 
mitted to a “market-oriented” agricultural trading sys- 
tem to be negotiated under the current Uruguay round of 
multilateral trade talks. 


Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno said Japan fully supports 
an international initiative to set up such a farm trade 
system despite a breakdown in farm trade liberalization 
negotiations here on Thursday. 


Uno and Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister 
Takashi Sato also told a news conference they “strongly 
believe” that U.S. Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter 
would not accept any renewed U.S. rice industry petition 
against Japan's rice import curbs. 


Yeutter told reporters Thursday night he will not invite 
such a petition from the U.S. Rice Millers’ Association 
(RMA), whose petitions he rejected in 1986 and again 
this year. 


Uno said that despite failure to reach agreement on farm 
trade reforms here, the talks confirmed Japan's belief 
that the Montreal review was not a forum for negotia- 
tions on specific commodities such as rice. 


Sato said that Japan will play an active role in the 
international trading system. He did not elaborate. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Tsutomu Hata, a former agriculture minister and cur- 
rently a leader of an agriculture panel of the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party, told reporters the farm talks 
here under the auspices of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) confirmed the “big weight” 
or leverage that the agricultural sector has in every 
country. 


Both Uno and Sato contended that GATT member 
countries understood the importance of “food security” 
and non-economic factors like protection of land as part 
of global farm talks. 


Uno denied allegations by some European Community 
(EC) officials that Japan was too pro-American and did 
not act forcefully at the Montreal meeting. 


Japan will join the US., the EC, Canada and other major 
economic powers in a high-level meeting in Geneva next 
April to try to achieve agreement on agriculture, protec- 
tion of intellectual property and some other unresolved 
issues. 


Talks Deadlocked 
OW08 12132888 Tokyo KYODO in English 1228 GMT 
8 Dec 88 


[by Shiro Yoneyama] 


[Text] Montreal, Dec. 8 KYODO—Trade negotiators 
suspended talks on liberalizing agricultural trade early 
Thursday, reducing the chances of an agreement on the 
premier issue in the ongoing multilateral negotiations 
here. 


Conference sources said farm trade negotiators of Japan, 
the United States, the 12-nation European Community 
(EC), Australia and other key countries met for 80 
minutes shortly after ridnight but halted the meeting 
due to lack of progress. 


Meanwhile, Japanese officials said Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato and Foreign Minis- 
ter Sosuke Uno were to hold high-level negotiations with 
leaders of the United States, the EC and others in a fresh 
drive to break the impasse in farm trade talks. 


Conference sources said the United States and the EC 
were deadlocked over whether trade-distortive farm sup- 
port and protection should be eliminated. 


The Unites States has said time and again that such 
practices should be brought to an end for good while the 
EC insists on “progressively” reducing them. 


The high-level consultations on agriculture were to 
resume shortly on the final day of the four-day trade 
meeting. 
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According to the EC’s draft version of a ministerial 
decision on trade in agriculture. the EC called for 
“more” responsive agricultural policies to international 
market signals without supporting the elimination of 
trade-distorting farm support and protection. 


The U.S. version included the word “eliminated” in 
reference to such trade-distorting measures. 


The Unites Stats and the EC also differed over an accord 
on a freeze on and reduction of overall farm support as 
part of a short-term reform program, with the United 
States insisting on next June 30 as a date for agreement 
on the terms and conditions of such measures compared 
to the EC’s February 28. 


The EC draft mentioned “non-economic factors” as part 
of the global negotiations on the rules and disciplines of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
and commitments related to trade ‘n agriculture. 


Japan has repeatedly argued that food security, protec- 
tion of land masses, environment and other non-cco- 
nomic factors should be taken into account in multilat- 
eral talks on agriculture. 


Meanwhile, trade negotiators reported broad agreements 
on tariffs, dispute settlement procedures, the functioning 
of GATT, trade in services and protection of intellectual 
property, which are among the 15 negotiating sectors 
covered by the four-year trade talks, launched in Punta 
del Esie, Uruguay, in September 1986. 


But trade officials were still unable to come to terms on 
textiles and safeguards or emergency import controls, 
including controversial bilatera! arrangements—areas to 
which many developing countries lend special impor- 
tance. 


Trade negotiators agreed to tariff reductions of about 30 
percent under the Uruguay round which is scheduled for 
completion in (990. 


On services, the agreement contains transparency, 
national treatment and nondiscrimation as “relevant” 
segments of trade in services, one of the first sectors 
covered under a gatt round for the first time in the 
Geneva-based trade body's 41-year history. 


But reciprocity and similar expressions were dropped 
from the report on services trade to be adopted by 
ministers of gatt member countries later in the day. 


GATT contracting parties also decided to speed up 
procedures for dispute settlement, limiting the overall 
life span of dispute settlement panels to 15 months, as 
strongly demanded by the United States. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


But the negotiators deferred a decision on the method of 
pane! report adoptions—consensus or decisions by par- 
ties other than the contending parties involved—pend- 
ing the outcome of taiks in the next two years. 


If proceedings go as planned, the ministers wil! conclude 
the four-day midterm review of the Uruguay round 
Thursday afternoon. 


Japanese Push ‘Food Security’ 
OW 0812055388 Tokyo KYODO in English 0522 GMT 
8 Dec 88 


[text] Montrea:., Dec. 7 KYODO —Food security—one 
of the non-economic factors in the protection of agricul- 
ture—will find its way iato a multilateral agreement on 
trade in agriculture, Japaiicse sources said Wednesday. 


A senior Japanese delegate to the midterm review of the 
Uruguay round of multilateral trade talks now under way 
here said “food security” is mentioned in a report 
prepared by Ricardo Zerbino, chairman of a working 
group on the issue. 


Japanese sources said the chairman's report was almost 
identical to a report presented by one of the 15 negotat- 
ing groups to ministers of member nations of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) on Monday, 
the opening day of the four-day parley. 


Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries Minister; Takashi 
Sato and Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno, alluding to 
Japan's rice policy, stressed food security consideration 
in a meeting with Zerbino on Wednesday afternoon. 


Japan has insisted that food security should be taken into 
account when GATT member nations address the issue 
of agricultural reform. 


Trinidad, Tobago Appeal 
FL0812164288 Bridgetown CANA in English 
1421 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Port of Spain, Trinidad, Dec 8, CANA—Trinidad 
and Tobago’s external affairs minister, Senator Dr. Saha- 
deo Basdeo, made a strong plea Wednesday in Montreal 
for the new round of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
anc Trade (GATT) to give a trade-off between loss of 
trade preferences for debt relief to developing countries. 


“Permit me to comment on the great value which 
members of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
group of countries attach to the modest preferences 
which they have secured from the European Community 
under the Lome Convention,” Basdeo said in a speech to 
the GATT trade negotiating committee in Montreal. 


The speech was telexed to Port of Spain. 
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“These modest preferences are totally consistent with 
the GATT principle of developmental preferential treat- 


countries which includes the vast majority of the world’s 
least developed countries.” 


Basdeo said that the form in which ACP countries 
Suggested they be compensated for a loss of trading 
preferences 


forward for the international liberalisation of trade— 
“for trade concessions demanded of developing coun- 
tries to be balanced by concessions in other areas of 
international economic policy such as the settlement of 
external debts owed by developing countries.” 


Basdeo said such an inter-relationship between trade and 
other economic policies would provide a “potentially 
useful source of equitable and hence mutually acceptable 
strategies for advancing the work of the Uruguay round.” 





INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Basdeo reminded ministers attending the latest Uruguay 
round of GATT talks that the work of this round was to 
ensure mutual advantage and increased benefits to all 


participants. 


ACP and other officials have already expressed the fear 
that the proposed liberalisation of trade under changed 
GATT regulations could seriously harm the developing 
countries which have access to special trade preferences. 
ACP -general, Edwin Carrington, said in Port of 
Spain recently that the Caribbean region, with its pref- 
erential trade access to several parts of the industrial 
world, had the most to lose under GATT arrangements 
and o-_ in the European Economic Communit- 
y(EEC). 


Basdeo also took a knock at what he called a “disap- 
pointingly low” degree of balance and “transparency” 
witnessed by developing countries at the discussions in 
Montreal. “Developing countries are, however, con- 
vinced that the concessions which they are making at this 
juncture of the Uruguay round, once those concessions 
are effectively reciproceted in one form or another by 
our industrialised trading partners constitute a decisive 
contribution to the process of liberalisation of wozld 
trade.” Basdeo said. 
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Daily Assesses Gortachev’s UN Proposals 
PM0812140888 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 8 Dec 88 p 16 


[Editorial: “Gorbe:hv's Package”) 


tage Before address\x.¢ the United Nations yesterday, 

Mr Gorbachev pronusea the West a Christmas box. 
Certainly the tone of his remarks was the most construc- 
tive of any Russian leader since the War. The offer of a 
unilateral cut of 500,000 troops—substantially more 
than the entire British Army or the American forces in 
Europe—is at first glance wholly welcome. Yet the 
Soviet leader cannot complain if we unw ap his gift with 
circumspection. We have lived through too many cheer- 
less winters in East-West relations since the War to be 
enthused by the wrapping alone. No sane country uni- 
laterally reduces its defences to the point of endangering 
its security. Since there was never any threat from the 
West in the first place, and because the Soviet Union 
enjoys a huge preponderance in many classes of weap- 
onry, Mr Gorbachev can afford to be generous. Nor is his 
apparent open-handedness entirely disinterested. The 
timing of his announcement was nicely caiculated to fuei 
the growing demands in the United Sta‘es, increased by 
her budget deficit, to dilute the American military pres- 
ence in Europe. To that extent, the Soviet leaders’s 
gesture gives new impetus to one of the major thrusts of 
Soviet diplomacy, rather than reversing it. 


Nor, amidst the natural welcome for his speech, should 
we overlook the nistorical and geographica! constants. 
National, as well as ideological imperatives underlie the 
Russian attitude to Central and Western Europe. They 
pre-date communism, and have been sanctified in Rus- 
sian eyes by two German invasions. Mr Gorbachev's 
speech is not in itself sufficient to counter the expansion- 
ist inertia of his country, nor to resolve the ambiguities 
of Moscow’s attitude towards Germany. Furthernore, in 
examining the implications, we must distinguish 
between what is to go, and what will be left in place. Mr 
Gorbachev spoke of the reduction of weapons as well as 
the withdrawal of troops. However, without the disman- 
tling of the infrastructure of forward bases, the destruc- 
tion of equipment and the vermament disbanding of 
waits, there will elways be the fear that what has been 
taken away can swiftly be replaced. Troop and equip- 
ment reductions can also disguise the modernisation of 
an army or air force. 


Mr Gorbachev's speech will no doubt be widely hailed as 
an imaginative Soviet initiative demanding an uncondi- 
tional Western response. In reality it is more in the 
rature of < late Soviet reaction to a series of standing 
in /itaiions from the West. This is not to urderrate its 
importance. But gift horses must expect close inspection 
when they have bitten so often before. 
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‘Arafat of Israel Welcomed 
LDI812160388 London PRESS .:SSOCIATION 
in English 1538 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] The Foreign Office today welcomed Palestine 
Liberation isation leader Mr Yasir ‘Arafat's recog- 
nition of the State of Israel and renunciation of terror- 
ism. 


Mr ‘Arafat made his declaration after talks in Stockholm 
with American Jewish peace campaigners on Wednes- 
day. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said: “We lope that Mr 
‘Arafat will reiterate these points to the United Nations 
Genera! Assembly in Geneva and resolve any remaining 
ambiguities in the PLO position.” 


Shadow Foreign Affairs Spokesman, Mr Gerald Kauf- 
man, said: “if ‘Arafat is sincere, clearly it is an extremely 
important siep forward. If he is insincere he would be 
exposed as such. The Israelis have nothing to lose, and a 
great deal to gain.” 


Foreign Office Contacts With PLO Upgraded 
LDU912125588 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1216 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[By Tom McMullan, PRESS ASSOCIATION Diplo- 
matic Correspondent] 


[Text] Britain today upgraded its contacts with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation when Foreign Office 
Minister Mr William Waldegrave met a senior adviser to 
PLO Chairman Mr Yasir ‘Arafat. 


It is the first meeting between the PLO and a British 
minister for five years but the Foreign Office made it 
clear afterwards the talks did not mean any change in the 
PLO’s status as far as Britain was concerned. 


Mr Waldegrave had a 40-minute meeting at the Foreign 
Office with Mr Bassem Abu Sharif, regarded as a mod- 
erate in the PLO rank., who flew into London last night. 


The talks were seen as an attempt by Britain to encour- 
age PLO moderates who are now actively secing an 
international conference to create a Palestinian state on 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. 


The Foreign Oifice only confirmed minutes in advance 
the meeting would take place. Diplomatic contacts over 
the past few days are thought to have been intensive. 


Normally meetings take place only at the level of offi- 
cials. 


Mr Douglas Hurd, as a Foreign Office minister, met Mr 
Farug Qaddumi, responsible for PLO external affairs, in 
1983. 
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After today’s meeting Mr Waldegrave and Mr Sharif 
appeared on the steps of the Foreign Office to read 
prepared statements. 


Mr Sharif's remarks were seen to have met the condi- 
tions set by Britain for a ministerial meeting—recogni 
tion of Israel and venunciation of violence. 


In his statement he said: ““We are for a political solution 
to the Middle East dispute—a political solution for the 
Arab-Israeli dispute through an international conference 
- is to be held on *he basis of UN Resolution 242 and 


He also asserted the need for the basic rights of the 
Palestinian people “mainiy the right for self-determina- 
tion”. 


“I have told Mr Waldegrave that the Palestinians are 
fully for international guarantees for all states in the 
region to live behind secure borders. When I say all 
states, I include Israel. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


“We renounce all sorts of terror and violence, no matter 
the source of the terrorism. We hope that we will see 
international efforts put in very soon to help bring a 
peaceful solution te the Middle East,” he said. 


Mr Waldegrave stressed the statement coincided with 
Britain’s own view of the best approach to a peaceful 
solution of the Arab-Iisrael conflict, saying: “This clear 
statement is very helpful.” 


He looked forward to a reiteration of this policy by Mr 
‘Arafat when he speaks at the spec.a! ses: on of the UN 
General Assembly in Geneva ne:.t week. 


He added: ““We hope that Israel will respond construc- 
tively and re-confirm its own acceptance of Security 
Council Kesolut.on 242 and its commitment to a just 
and lasting solution based on the principle of territory 


for peace.” 
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Further Reportage on Remsheid Plaze Cr.sh 


3 Reported Killed 
LD0812183488 Hamburg DPA in German 1751 GMT 
8 Dec 83 


[Excerpt] Remscheid (DPA)—At least three people were 
killed on Thursday’s crash of a U.S. Military aircraft 
near the town center of Remscheid. The police and fire 
service reported this evening that 40 people were 
injured, many of them seriously. It is believed that a 
number of other victims are still buried in the rubble in 
the working class district of Remscheid-Hasten. [passage 
omitted] 


‘Human Error’ Cited 
LD0912133788 Hamburg DPA in German 1116 GMT 
9 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—According to Luftwaffe Inspec- 
tor Horst Jungkurth, the Remscheid plane crash disaster 
was probably caused by human error on the part of the 
pilot. Jungkurth told the press today in Bonn that the 
aircraft pilot had evidently lost his bearings in the 
clouds. At the time of the accident he was climbing from 
a height of 1,000 meters. However, Jungfurth expressly 
made it clear that he could not and did not wish to 
anticipate the result of the investigation. 


Defense Ministry spokesman Winfried Dunkel stated at 
the news conference that military training flights would 
be resumed on 2 January next year. U.S. Ambassador 
Richard Burt had advised Defense Minister Rupert 
Scholz that the U.S. Air Force would observe the 
Defense Ministry ruling not to carry out any low flying 
exercises in the Federal Republic until then. Dunkel 
assumes that the other allies will also follow this step. 
The Netherlands and Belgium have already ordered this. 


Jungkurth explained that the plane involved in the 
accident had been flying in formation with another 
plane. Thus it was made clear that it is not a matter of 18 
planes, as had been reported. According to accident 
statistics, the A-10 Thunderbolt II is one of the Ameri- 
cans’ safest aircraft. For this reason the rate of technical 
failure is “extremely low”. 


According to Jungkurth, the plane had 1,000 rounds of 
30mm training ammunition on board. This ammunition 
could disintegrate or explode in the fire. The projectile 
could also break away from the casing. The training 
ammunition consists of a casing, a propellant charge, 
and a projectile. No combat ammunition is carried 
during training flights. [passage omitted] 





FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 10 


Scholz Cuts Short U.S. Visit 
LD0812184188 Harmburg DPA in German 1818 GMT 
8 Dec 88 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)}—Following the plane crash in 
Remscheid, there will be no more low-level flying by the 
Federal Air Force this year, according to Peter-Kurt 
Wuerzbach the parliamentary secretary of state in the 
Federal Defense Ministry. Wuerzbach said on German 
television this evening that the Air Force was stopping all 
flights below 3,000 meters. 


Wuerzbach added that he expected the allies to stop 
low-level flying for the time being as well. He had been in 
constant contact with the allied ambassadors about halt- 
ing low-level flying exercises since the accident. Defense 
Minister Rupert Scholz has broken off his trip to the 
United States and is on his way back to the Federal 
Republic, it was reported. 


Scholz on Low-Flying Issue 
LD0812221688 Hamburg DPA in German 2136 GMT 
8 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Hamburg (DPA)—A few hours after the air- 
craft catastrophe in Remscheid on Thursday Federal 
Defense Minister Rupert Scholz said it was “premature” 
te speak of consequences such as halting low-flying in the 
Federal Republic. Scholz, who broke off his visit to the 
United States and intended to return to the Federal 
Republic Friday night, said to German Television Cha- 
nel Two before his return flight from Washington: “We 
must see what the causes are and then we will be able to 
talk about possible consequences.” Scholz added: “I 
believe it is really premature to say now that this or that 
must happen.” [passage omitted] 


Wuerzbach on Crash 
AU0812200988 Mainz ZDF Television Network 
in German 1800 GMT 8 Dec 88 


{Interview with Peter-Kurt Wuerzbach, parliamentary 
state secretary in the Federal Defense Mini: .ry, by Claus 
Walter in Bonn on 8 December—live] 


[Excerpt] [Walter] Mr State Secretary, 17 military acci- 
dents involving military planes, with 20 planes being 
involved in them, about 80 killed civilians and 11 killed 
soldiers only in 1988—a terrible figure—can this go on? 


[Wuerzbach] A terrible figure, I agree with you. All our 
soldiers, the Air Force, but also we politicians are deeply 
shocked by it. This cannot continue. After each individ- 
ual accident, especially after the terrible accident at 
Ramstein, we, the minister and the Air Force, have 
initiated a number of measures that wi!l impose even 
stricter rules on all air forces in the future—all, not only 
our own, all that fly here. In connection with this 
additional terrible accident shortly before the end of this 
already terrible year, we have been forced to stop all 
low-level flights and all jet flights below 10,000 feet, that 
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is, 3,300 meters, by our Air Force for this year. Today, 
late in the afternoon, I phoned all the ambassadors of the 
states whose Air Forces fly in our countries. I have 
reached most of them and urgently asked them to also 
stop flights at this low altitude by Christmas. We will 
meet and examine what the consequences of this will be. 


[passage omitted] 


Press Views 
AU0912101988 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0605 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The following are excerpts from commentaries on 
the crash of a U.S. military plane in the Bergische Land 
region. First the STUTTGARTER ZEITUNG: 1988— 
Karisruhe, Ramstein, and on and on. The casualties 
under the debris of the latest crash of a military plane in 
Remscheid make it emphatically clear that the warnings 
against further disasters of this kind were not superflu- 
ous. After this accident, which killed and injured people 
who were not involved at all, one has to ask again and in 
a pointed way how many nuilitary flights the densely 
populated FRG can still afford and under what condi- 
tions. Of course, this country, above whose territory air 
traffic is the densest in the world, also needs opportuni- 
ties for such exercises. However, after how many lethal 
flights of this kind must one start to weigh the need for 
military security against the number of casualties? The 
civilian population that is affected will certainly not ask 
this question in this form, but politicians and military 
men will ponder this deeply for quite some time, the 
STUTTGARTER ZEITUNG stresses. 


The SAARBRUECKER ZEITUNG asks: Has the Ram- 
stein disaster a few months ago with its 70 casualties and 
the many injured people, who will be scarred for life, 
really made people listen to reason? How else could it be 
that a fighter plane equipped with ammunition flies over 
densely populated area at low altitude and crashes into 
the center of a city with disastrous consequences? In 
view of this incident, must the citizens not consider the 
month-long discussion about low-altitude flights and the 
defense minister’s brisk and placating announcements as 
sheer mockery? Remscheid on 8 December 1988—Now 
there has really been enough. 


All the world is entertaining the hope—be it justified or 
unjustified—that East and West will finally disarm in a 
tangible way, but in the FRG roaring military planes in 
the sky give the impression that nothing has happened 
since the end of the cold war. In view of such absurdity, 
trust cannot grow, the SAARBRUECKER ZEITUNG 
thinks. 


The SCHWARZWAELDER BOTE, which is published 
in Oberndorf, states: The casualties among the civilian 
population make their accusations. They accuse a mili- 
tary bureaucracy which stubbornly sticks to such flight 
exercises. They accuse politicians who let these military 
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men do as they like. When the soldiers themselves, who 
are to protect the population against the attacks of an 
outside enemy, become a danger to the citizens, this 
destroys the necessary basis of trust. The dispute about 
low-altitude flights has been going on for months. To 
date only little has happened. Therefore, Remscheid 
must be the signal for action. These were quotes from the 
SCHWARZWAELDER BOTE. 


Reactions to Gorbachev Arms Control Proposal 


Koh! Welcomes 
LD0912101988 Hamburg DPA in German 0900 GMT 
9 Dec 88 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Federal chancellor Helmut Kohl 
has welcomed state and party leader Mikhail Gorba- 
chev’s announcement to reduce Soviet Armed Forces in 
Europe and Asia by 500,000 men and to reduce consid- 
erable quant:ties of weapons and equipment. He told the 
Bundestag toaay that he saw in this a step in a direction 
which the West has called for for a long time aimed at 
reducing the drastic conventional superiority of the 
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact. 


With Gorbachev's announcement and its future imple- 
mentation, however, this superiority is not yet elimi- 
nated and the balar.<z in conventional forces is not yet 
achieved. For the West, the value of the announced 
Soviet measures lie in the fact that the process of the 
assymetrical reduction of arms will be continued accord- 
ing to the principle “whoever has more must disarm 
more”. And it was in this that people were pinning their 
hopes. They wanted a world in which the security of all 
countries and peoples is guaranteed on a low level of 
arms. “This is the goal for which we will consistently 
continue to work”’. 


Kohl stressed that Gorbachev wished to implement the 
announced measures unilaterally and without linking 
them with the upcoming negotiations on conventional 
stability in Europe from the Atlantic to the Urals. He 
called for the Vienna mandate talks to be successfully 
concluded now and for negotiations to begin at the 
beginning of the coming year. He believed that these 
negotiations will gain added impetus through the 
planned Soviet measures. 


Regarding the negotiating concept passed by the NATO 
foreign ministers, the chancellor said that he noted with 
satisfaction that it planned many more far reaching 
reductions in troops and weapons. The goal remained to 
produce a stable balanced proportion of forces on a low 
level and to crate a situation in Europe where no side 
has the ability to make a territory-seizing offensive and 
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surprise attack. This has always been the case for the 
Western alliance. 


Defense Minister Remarks 
AU0912131588 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 9 Dec 88 p 2 


[“kk” report: “Scholz: Withdrawal Does Not Change the 
Threat”} 


[Text] Williamsburg—Defense Minister Rupert Scholz 
called Gorbachev’s announcements to reduce Soviet 
troops a “signal that has to be assessed very positively 
from the political point of view.” However, Scholz, who 
has been on a visit to the United States sinve the 
beginning of this week, also expressed clear skepticism. 
The planned withdrawal of 50,000 soldiers and 5,000 
tanks from Eastern Europe does “not change the threat 
in principle.” The armed forces remaining in “the Soviet 
Union’s frontyard states” are still big enough to start a 
large-scale offensive and thus still have the “capability 
for invasion” even after the announced reduction. In 
addition, in case of a unilateral withdrawal there is no 
way for the West to check this process, which would be 
important particularly in view of the verification of 
conventional reductions that is difficult anyway. 


In a talk with German journalists in Williamsburg, 
Scholz said that he was surprised by the contents of 
Gorbachev's speech, because his U.S. interlocutors in 
Washington, including Foreign Minister Shultz, had not 
had any special prior expectations with regard to the 
speech. The minister said that the contents now have to 
be studied thoroughly: “If it is implemented in this way, 
this would be a politically substantive step.” The 
announcement will, however, not have any effect on the 
modernization of short-range nuclear missiles, which has 
been repeatedly propagated by Scholz in the United 
States: “One thing does not have anything at all to do 
with the other.” 


It is not necessary to discuss the strength and equipment 
of the Bundeswehr in this connection, even though 
Gorbachev's speech is “grist for the mill” of those who 
“consider the Bundeswehr obsolete because of the 
alleged absence of a threat.” One must also not forget 
that the Soviet Union has always advocated the thesis of 
an existing overall balance. “If this had ever been so,” 
Scholz said, “the Warsaw Pact would actuaily have to be 
inferior after the reductions.” 


Government Reaction 
AU0912130988 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 9 Dec 88 p 2 


“ub” report: “Kohl Particulary Welcomes Withdrawal 
of Troops From GDR” ] 


[Text] Bonn—The FRG Government, the parties sup- 
porting it, and the Parliamentary opposition have 
reacted positively and without any reservations to Gor- 
bachev’s unilateral disarmament initiative. The Bonn 
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statements, which all express great respect for the Soviet 
general secretary, also voice the concern that the West is 
increasingly lagging behind in disarmament questions. 
FRG Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher stressed 
that the announced withdrawal of tank units and artil- 
lery from central Eurupe also means a restriction of the 
Warsaw Pact states’ capability to attack. For the SPD 
Karsten Voigt stated that, in view of the sensational 
Soviet steps, NATO should finally forego the planned 
modernization of short-range nuclear missiles and 
should instead immediately present an offer on the 
mutual reduction of these weapons systems to the Soviet 
Union. 


According to Bonn’s government spokesman, Friedhelm 
Ost, Chancellor Helmut Koh! particularly welcomes the 
withdrawal and disbanding of the tank units from the 
GDR, the CSSR, and Hungary by 1991, as “an impor- 
tant step in the right direction.” Hans Jochen Vogel, 
SPD chairman and chairman of the SPD Bundestag 
group, spoke of a “historic moment.” “The West should 
now finally do something,” the SPD chairman criticized. 
Gorbachev’s initiative is a “bold step,” FDP Chairman 
Otto Count Lambsdorff said, assessing the announce- 
ment from New York. In the view of SDP disarmament 
expert Egon Bahr, the West is now being tested as to 
“where it is capable of and ready for disarmament.” 
After the withdrawal of six Soviet top-quality divisions, 
Bahr said, it will no longer be possible to speak of the 
Warsaw Pact’s “capability for invasion.” 


The FRG foreign minister noted that Moscow’s unilat- 
eral disarmament step will facilitate chances for negoti- 
ations on conventional stability in Europe. Now it is 
necessary to “courageously” seize the resulting chances 
and to lay aside “ali faintheartedness and old thinking” 
on the part of many Western observers. The Soviet 
general secretary lets his words again be followed by 
deeds. It is not to be doubted that he is serious in his will 
for disarmament and cooperation. In the FRG foreign 
minister’s view, the periods which have to date been 
used to calculate conventional disarmament will now 
become shorter. If Gorbachev's proposal is implemented 
within 2 years, “this is naturally an improvement of the 
security situation.” Now the Western alliance has to 
concentrate on the necessary agreements for conven- 
tional disarmament, because this is the central problem 
of European security, Genscher said. The question of 
modernizing short-range systems has been put too much 
into the foreground. 


Volker Ruehe, foreign policy expert of the CDU/CSU 
Bundestag group, called on the West to finally take the 
initiative and present proposals that can also convince 
its own people. Gorbachev's “very important initiative” 
shows that the Soviet general secretary is serious about 
modernizing his country. For this purpose, he has to 
reduce costs in the military area. The Soviets’ unilateral 
step makes the Vienna negotiations on conventional 
stability easier. In no case must the West react routinely, 
Ruehe said. 
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For the Greens Otto Schily said that in peace policy the 
only ones who are credible are those who do not only 
request the other side to disarm but start with themse!ves 
and do not shy away from the historic chance to over- 
come the confrontation between the blocs. With deter- 
mination Gorbachev is clearing away the debris of the 
old policy of confrontation. Unfortunately, to date the 
Western governments and in particular the FRG Gov- 
ernment have not been able to bring themselves to 
submitting similarly far-reaching proposals. 


FDP Deputy Feldmann admonished Kohl by saying that 
the chancellor would certainly not make any promises 
“for which there is no majority.” Any decision at present 
On modernization “would be wrong.” One must not 
make an isolated or precipitate decision. ““The FDP does 
not agree to compensating for the intermediate-rarge 
weapons that have to be eliminated,” Feldmann said. 
Modernization is not a precondition for the reduction of 
nuclear battlefield weapons; disarmament of both sys- 
tems is possible and necessary. The FDP does not want 
disarmament by scrapping but by negotiating. Feldmann 
said that it is a “wrong signal” to fix modernization 
before the beginning of new negotiations. However, it 
would also be wrong to free the Soviet Union from any 
pressure for negotiations by saying “no” now. 


For the Greens, Deputies Mechtersheimer and Beer said 
that the FRG Government wants to “neutralize the 
effect of” the first disarmament agreement—on interme- 
diate-range missiles—with new longer-range short-range 
missiles and planes with proximity weapons [Abstands- 
waffen]. The reduction of intermediate-range weapons is 
to be undermined with “a program of exchanging carri- 
ers for the same warheads.” SPD Deputes Katrin Fuchs, 
Stobbe, and Horn spoke of “hypocrisy” because the 
government is speaking of modernization but is striving 
to compensate for the intermediate-range missiles with 
new weapons. 


Press Views Initiatives 
AU0812171588 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0605 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG comments on 
Soviet state and party leader Gorbachev's appearance 
before the United Nations in New York in this way: If 
Mikhail Gorbachev keeps what he promised in his 
speech to the United Nations yesterday, he will make 
history. He will reduce his Armed Forces by 500,000 
men, unilaterally and independently of the Vienna nego- 
tiations which have not removed one single tank or 
soldier in 15 years. What is even more: In addition, 
Gorbachev will, although to a more modest extent, lay 
hands on the potential that constitutes the spearhead of 
a possible attack: 5,000 tanks and 50,000 men are to be 
withdrawn from the GDR, the CSSR, and Hungary. 
There still remains enough in the central European 
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arsenal, but a beginning—which has been expected in 
vain for decades—would be made by it, the SUED- 
DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG writes. 


We read in the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE: The 
Western alliance is again and again confronted with the 
problem that it is unable to counter a Soviet initiative by 
anything but tiresome voting procedures. It has to 
explain to a public that is enthusiastic about disarma- 
ment that public offers, however welcome they may be, 
cannot replace careful negotiations—only in this way 
can a balanced and controllable reduction of conven- 
tional armed forces be achieved. However, Gorbachev is 
proving his courage by the announced unilateral troop 
reduction. He risks a dispute with his officers who have 
supported perestroyka so far—as long as they have been 
able to briskly continue armament. Despite the compro- 
mises he needs to preserve his power, the Kremlin leader 
needs a consistent line, the FRANKFURTER ALLGE- 
MEINE stresses. 


The NUERNBERGER NACHRICHTEN comments: It 
slightly resembles the story of the hedgehog and the 
rabbit: Gorbachev is there before NATO arrives panting. 
At a time when not even the outlines of the frequently 
quoted comprehensive concept with which NATO has 
been fiddling around for | year can be recognized, it is 
already outdated because of the withdrawal of troops 
announced by the Kremlin leader in New York. Now the 
NATO planners have to start again from the very begin- 
ning or, at least, modify their papers to such an extent 
that, in front of their own public, they can appear to have 
a serious offer of negotiations. This is no easy task for 
people who are preparing a new armament round under 
the keyword of modernization, the NUERNBERGER 
NACHRICHTEN writes. 


The WESTFAELISCHE NACHRICHTEN from Muen- 
ster states: For the time being, the West should assume 
that Gorbachev has the best intentions, and it should 
carefully examine them, not in order to put away another 
proposal, but through objective and positive analysis. 
However, rather than at the political table reserved for 
the regulars, the real value will be ascertained at the 
negotiating table. With regard to the troop reduction in 
Europe, this table is still in Vienna. Gorbachev should 
send the manuscripts of his UN speech there and later 
supply details from Moscow. Then it will be possible to 
assess what is really in it, the WESTFAELISCHE 
NACHRICHTEN from Muenster writes. 


The WESTDEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG 
from Essen makes the following analysis: There is no 
doubt that Gorbachev acts under the compulsion to 
secure his reform policy by victories at the consumer 
front; the enormous sums that went into armament are 
now to be diverted to the improvement of living condi- 
tions. All Soviet leaders before him failed in this task 
because they were unable to make cuts in military 
budgets. This is the decisive difference. On the New 
York world stage, on which no Soviet leader has 
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appeared since Khrushchev, Gorbachev struck a reliev- 
ing blow by which he wants to free the Soviet Union 
from the burdens of the past and force his opponents in 
the party, the state, and the army on the defensive, the 
WESTDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG summarizes. 


The BADISCHE ZEITUNG from Freiburg sees the 
situation in this way: Different from past years when 
tanks and soldiers were withdrawn from the GDR once, 
this might be now more than a propaganda show. While 
the U.S. leadership, somehow irritated, points out its 
own inability to carry out major activities in interna- 
tional politics, Gorbachev accelerates his speed. NATO 
will not be able to hold back its answers if it does not 
want to risk that its credibility will be severely shaken. 
Maybe we can now better understand the FRG foreign 
minister who regards the speedy procurement of weap- 
ons to replace the prohibited intermediate-range missiles 
as the wrong signal. 


After the BADISCHE ZEITUNG, we now come to the 
KOELNISCHE RUNDSCHAU: Gorbachev must per- 
mit the question as to whether he is aware of the 
dangerous substance of his decision. Chief of the Soviet 
General Staff Akhromeyev, who resigned yesterday 
evening for reasons of health, is undoubtedly a thor- 
oughly healthy man, but an officer who prefers retire- 
ment to rebellion. Whether the general secretary can 
expect so much loyalty from the other generals is prob- 
ably to be doubted. This was the comment of the 
KOELNISCHE RUNDSCHAU. 


FDP Deputy Feldmann admonished Kohl by saying that 
the chancellor would certainly not make any promises 
“for which there is no majority.” Any decision at present 
on modernization “would be wrong.” One must not 
make an isolated or precipitate decision. “The FDP does 
not agree to compensating for the intermediate-range 
weapons that have to be eliminated,” Feldmann said. 
Modernization is not a precondition for the reduction of 
nuclear battlefield weapons; disarmament of both sys- 
tems is possible and necessary. The FDP does not want 
disarmament by scrapping but by negotiating. Feldmann 
said that it is a “wrong signal” to fix modernization 
before the beginning of new negotiations. However, it 
would also be wrong to free the Soviet Union from any 
pressure for negotiations by saying “no” now. 


For the Greens, Deputies Mechtersheimer and Beer said 
that the FRG Government wants to “neutralize the 
effect of” the first disarmament agreement—on interme- 
diate-range missiles—with new longer-range short-range 
missiles and planes with proximity weapons [Abstanc 
waffen]. The reduction of intermediate-range weapo: 

to be undermined with “a program of exchanging « 

ers for the same warheads.” SPD Deputes Katrin F\ 
Stobbe, and Horn spoke of “hypocrisy” because | 
government is speaking of modernization but is striving 
to compensate for the intermediate-range missiles with 
new weapons. 
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Press on NATO Reaction 
AU0912095388 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0605 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The following are excerpts from editorials on 
NATO’s reaction to the announcement of unilateral 
Soviet troop reductions by Soviet state and party chief 
Gorbachev. 


The NEUE OSNABRUECKER ZEITUNG writes on 
this subject: The foreign ministers of the 16 NATO states 
have quickly adjusted to the new political situation, 
which Mikhail Gorbachev created the day before with 
his bold advance on the disarmament question. The 
Brussels conference did not just put off the Soviet state 
and party chief with noncommittal diplomatic praise for 
the spectacular initiative, but it briefly summarized the 
ideas of the Western alliance on the reduction of con- 
ventional weapons in order to show Gorbachev through 
a concrete answer that the NATO states have understood 
his signal. However, the Brussels proposal, which offers 
upper thresholds for conventional means of destruction 
to the Warsaw Pact, seems pale compared with the 
sensational announcements of the Kremlin leader. In the 
current form it does not live up to the political conse- 
quences, which are expressed in the Soviet plan. Gorba- 
chev wants to fulfill the main demand of the West by 
giving the Soviet Armed Forces a clearly defensive 
assignment. NATO cannot react to the strategic change 
that has been announced simply by citing military fig- 
ures. It must also take into account the new political 
dimension. Otherwise, Gorbachev will continue to set 
the tone, the NEUE OSNABRUECKER ZEITUNG 


says. 


The NEUE WESTFAELISCHE in Bielefeld writes on 
the same topic: The NATO foreign ministers seem to 
have understood the signal from New York. It took the 
Western alliance a long time to adopt a uniform position 
toward the new policy of the Soviet Union. Instead of 
presenting its own disarmament concept, the West 
reacted to old proposals by Gorbachev. Now those in 
Brussels dared to take a step forward. Now parity is to be 
reached with regard to certain kinds of arms: 20,000 
tanks on either side should be enough for future defense, 
according to NATO. This is a specific offer, which can be 
negotiated. The responsible forum, the Vienna talks on 
conventional armament control, has been idling much 
too long, the NEUE WESTFAELISCHE notes. 


The FRANKFURTER NEUE PRESSE assesses the new 
Soviet disarmament initiative in the following way: If 

jorbachev’s promise is kept, the Warsaw Pact is still 
uperior to NATO by far more than two times. It cannot 
be assessed how much the initiative means from the 
military point of view, because the USSR will hardly 
scrap its most modern tanks, planes, or guns. Little will 
change in the imbalance. Measured by the real military 
power, this initiative, too, is not much more than a 











FBIS-WEU-88-237 
9 December 1988 


symbol—unless real movement starts in the interna- 
tional negotiations on the mutual, balanced reduction of 
war potentials. Only then will Moscow face the hour of 
truth, the FRANKFURTER NEUE PRESSE stresses. 


Bundestag Hour’ on Missile Modernization 
AU0912123188 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 8 Dec 88 pp 1-2 


[“C.G.” report: “Genscher: Modernization of Short- 
Range Nuclear Weapons Not Topical”’} 


[Text] Bonn, 7 December—During question hour in the 
Bundestag on the FRG Government’s stance on the 
modernization of short-range nuclear weapons on 
Wednesday [7 December], the SPD expressed the suspi- 
cion that Chancellor Kohl has promised the United 
States and Great Britain to station new missiles in the 
FRG. Speakers from the coalition parties retorted that 
the decision need not be made at present. FRG Foreign 
Minister Genscher (FDP) stated that in NATO the Bonn 
Government has succeeded with its wish for an overall 
concept on the future defense structure. The concept is 
to be passed in spring 1989. “Isolated decisions prior to 
passing the overall concept are not planned,” Genscher 
said. Modernization “is not topical at present.” The 
“Lance” missiles stationed in the FRG will not be 
outdated until 1995. Within the NATO concept, the 
issue is the future of short-range missiles; the West 
should work out as soon as possible a mandate for 
registering the short-range weapons in terms of arms 
control policy and start negotiations on this with the 
East. 


Genscher said that the Soviet superiority with regard to 
short-range weapons is oppressive. The FRG Govern- 
ment calls upon the Soviet Union to reduce at least part 
of them in order to contribute to European stability and 
to improve the basis of negotiations. The goal is clear 
mutual and verifiable reduction of land-based short- 
range missiles to equal upper limits. Bonn expects the 
Western partners to participate in the efforts to bring 
about negotiations. Nuclear artillery has to be reduced. 
The importance of nuclear weapons for deterrence less- 
ens as their range gets shorter. In order to prevent any 
war, a balanced relationship of nuclear and conventional 
forces is necessary. It is the exclusive task of nuclear 
weapons to prevent a war. “The alliance is in favor of 
stable relations of power in Europe by means of disar- 
mament in all fields,” Genscher said. Conventional 
stability is “the central problem” for the FRG Govern- 
ment. Therefore, Bonn will do everything in order to 
bring about negotiations on this subject. The balance 
sheet of relations with the Warsaw Pact is a positive one, 
Genscher noted. 


SPD security expert Voigt accused Genscher of throwing 
up a smokescreen with regard to the issue of moderniza- 
tion. Neither NATO nor the FRG Government has an 
overall concept, he said. Voigt expressed the fear that in 
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May the Bundestag will “be confronted with 
final decisions.” The CDU/CSU wants new short-range 
missiles; the SPD does not want them. The CDU/CSU is 
pursuing a policy “to the right of the two-track decision,” 
because it does not even make the introduction of new 
weapons dependent on the result of future negotiations 
and rejects a zero-option for short-range missiles from 
the very start. The SPD does not want to eliminate the 
Soviet threat with new weapons but by means of nego- 
tiations. However, the government has not even pre- 
sented a framework for negotiations so far, Voigt said. 


CDU foreign policy expert Ruehe announced that the 
NATO overall concept will make clear which steps are 
necessary to establish a future structure of nuclear deter- 
rence and which possibilities of disarmament in the field 
of nuclear weapons might come from the concrete results 
of the conventional negotiations. A nuclear component 
of deterrence remains necessary to prevent war, Ruehe 
stated. This is possible with a minimum amount of 
nuclear forces. The number of nuclear weapons i» 
Europe, which is given as 4,000 warheads at present, can 
be reduced to half. Even more reductions are possible if 

is made in conventional negotiations. Talks 
within the alliance are to lead to a drastic reduction of 
nuclear artillery. “We cannot renounce a limited number 
of short-range missiles,” Ruehe said. The CDU/CSU is 
not in fovor of a third zero-option. 


Government To Send Relief Flight to Armenia 
LD0912132488 Hamburg DPA in German 1213 GMT 
9 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)}—The Federal Government 
intends to finance a relief flight from the German Red 
Cross, the DRK, to the Soviet earthquake area in Arme- 
nia. A Foreign Office spokesman stated today in Bonn 
that this flight, arranged by the DRK, will set off for the 
USSR as soon as possible. [passage omitted] 


Kohl Issues Statement on Human Rights 
LD0912103788 Hamburg DPA in German 0846 GMT 
9 Dec 88 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)—Federal Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has expressed support for the respect for human 
rights throughout the world. In a government statement 
on Human Rights Day (10 December), the chancellor 
stated today in the Bundesiag that the net for the 
comprehensive and effective protection of these rights 
had to be pulled even tighter. The Chancellor supported 
improvements in UN methodsto ensure global resnect 
for human rights. 


For this reason, the Federal Government supported the 
establishment of a high commissioner and an interna- 
tional Court of Justice for Human Rights. [passage 
omitted] 
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Kohli stressed that the Federal Government would not 
give up calling for self-determination and human rights 
for all Germans, saying that The Federal Republic has a 
particular responsibility for compatriots in the GDR. 
“Freedom is and remains the heart of the German 
question.” There basic human rights are being violated, 
the principle of noninterference in internal affairs has no 
validity. [passage omitted] 


Kohi recalled the intra-German frontier and said that it 
is unacceptable that people are shot at in the middle of 
Europe, people whose only “crime” was turning their 
backs on their state. [passage omitted] 


Economics, Health Ministers Sworn In 
LD0912102688 Hamburg DPA in German 
0840 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The Federal cabinet is complete 
once again with today’s swearing-in of Ursula Lehr 
(CDU) as the new Federal minister of family affairs, and 
of Helmut Haussmann (FDP) as Martin Bangemann’s 
successor in the Economics Ministry. 


Lehr and Haussmann received their certificates of 
appointment this morning from Federal President Rich- 
ard von Weizsacker. At the same time, former FDP 
Chairman Bangemann, who is moving to the EC Com- 
mission in Brussels, was discha ged from office in the 
= of Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl. [passage 
omitted] 
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Air Force Conscript Accused of Spying for GDR 
LD0812130088 Hamburg DPA in German 1109 GMT 
8 Dec 88 


[Text] Karlsruhe (DPA)}—German security authorities 
detained an Air Force conscript 6 December in Karlis- 
ruhe on suspicion of spying for the GDR. Spokesman for 
the Karlsruhe Federal Prosecutor's office, Public Prose- 
cutor Alexander Prechtel, said in answer to a question 
today, that an arrest warrant has been issued against the 
accused from the investigating judge at the Federal 
Court of Justice at the request of Chief Federal Prosecu- 
tor Kurt Rebmann. 


According to inquiries so far, the conscript established 
contact on his own initiative in August this year in East 
Berlin with the Ministry for state Security there. During 
this contact he reported on security installations in his 
barracks in Karlsruhe, which had become known to him 
through his duty, as well as on officers, noncommis- 
sioned officers, and men named by him. 


For this the 24-year old is said to have accepted a small 
sum of money. According to Prechtel, a higher sum had 
been promised for further information at other meetings. 
kiowever, because of the arrest, these meetings did not 
happen. The accused conscript is in custody. 
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Mitterrand Hosts Charter 77 Leaders 
AU0912105488 Paris AFP in English 
1027 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] Prague, Dec 9 (AFP)}—French President Francois 
Mitterrand hosted a breakfast for eight leading Czecho- 
slovak dissidents early Friday, the first head of state or 
government to meet the illegal opposition here. 


The meeiing, which lasted an hour, took place at the 
French Embassy prior to Mr. Mitterrand’s departure for 
Bratislava, in Slovakia, in the eastern half of the country. 


Most of the dissidents were leade-s of the illegal Charter 
77 human rights group. 


On Thursday, the first day of his official two-day visit 
here, Mr. Mitterrand told guests at a state dinner that 
France attached great “moral prestige” to basic human 
rights, and praised the 1968 “Prague Spring” pro- 
gramme of liberal reform in Czechoslovakia. 


The French president was due to spend most of Friday in 
Bratislava before returning to Prague in the afternoon 
and then flying back to Paris in the evening where on 
Saturday he will preside at celebrations marking the 40th 
anniversary of the signing of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 


French leaders have begun a series of visi’3 and meeting 
aimed at establishing closer pol.tical and economic ties 
with the countries of Eastern Europ-. 


Mitterrand Views Gorbachev Cuts as ‘Good Omen’ 
—— Paris AFP in English 1127 GMT 


[Text] Prague, Dec 8 (AFP)—President Francois Mitter- 
rand, who arrived here Thursday on the first visit by a 
French president to Czechoslovakia, has reportedly 
termed the latest Soviet troop reduction proposal as of 
“great interest”. 


Mr. Mitterrand’s visit comes as France presses its cam- 
paign to establish closer relations with the countries of 
Eastern Europe—an objective strongly advocated by 
French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas which has 
become the keystone of current French foreign policy. 


The president was welcomed at the airport by his Czech- 
oslovak counterpart, Gustav Husak, and by Prime Min- 
ister Ladislav Adamec. 


Hubert Vedrine, a spokesman for the French president, 
said after arriving here that Mr. Mitterrand had shown 
“great interest” in Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's 
announcement at the United Nations Wednesday that 
the Soviet Union plans to reduce its Armed Forces by 
500,000 men over the next two years. 


FRANCE 17 


“The president thinks that the important decisions 
announced by Mikhail Gorbachev in New York under- 
line the Soviet willingness to move in the direction of 
balancing forces in Europe,” Mr. Vedrine said in a 
statement read to the press. 


He added that the Soviet move was “a good omen for 
conventional disarmament talks to be held in Vienna 
shortly.” It was “useful for the balance of forces and 
peace,” he added. 


The spokesman said earlier in Paris that Mr. Mitter- 
rand’s visit was aimed at increasing “France's presence 
in (Czechoslovakia), in all areas.” 


The French leader is accompanied by Mr. Dumas, Min- 
ister of Industry and Land t Roger Fauroux, 
and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Thierry de 
Beauce, along with a team of some 10 French business 
Jeaders. 


Mr. Mitterrand is due to hold talks with Mr. Husak, 
Communist Party General Secretary Milos Jakes, and 
Mr. Adamec later in the day. 


In another first, Mr. Mitterrand is scheduled to meet 
with members of the Czechoslovak human rights group 
Charter 77. 


Mr. Mitterrand will also go to Bratislava, capital of 
Slovakia, on Friday before returning to Paris. 


LE MONDE Views Gorbachev UN Speech 
PM0912102588 Paris LE MONDE in French 
9 Dec 88 p 1 


{Editorial: “At a Forced March”] 


[Text] Mr Gorbachev knows that his two principle 
enemies are time and the leaden weight of the society he 
has sworn to transform. That is indeed why he is 
multiplying his foreign policy initiatives: It is easier to 
promote the solution or the calming of some regional 
conflicts or indeed to reduce the mountains of arms than 
to transform a bureaucrat sensitive to the cold into a 
competent expert, to transform a muzhik rendered 
mindless by 70 years of terror and of being treated like a 
child into a conscientious peasant, or a laborer stupefied 
with drink into a punctual and conscientious worker. 


The Soviet number one has not disappointed his audi- 
ence in New York, even if in the end he only stayed there 
36 hours. The announcement of a 10 percent unilateral 
reduction to the Red Army's numbers within the next 2 
years is a good sign. Of course, only 50,000 men will be 
withdrawn from the GDR, Hungary, and Czechoslova- 
kia, while the other cuts will be made in places of far less 
strategic importance for West Europe. Nonetheless this 
gesture will facilitate the opening, at the beginning of the 
year, of the Vienna talks on the reduction of conven- 
tional arms in Europe. 
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Mr Gorbachev's initiative will not be enough to settle 

every problem, so great is the discrepancy between the 
Sain Geue and ie Waneee Uae eee ne 
evidence of a real wish to make headway. Indeed, he 
does not conceal that he is acting in this way through a 
good understanding of the interests of the USSR: The 
country’s modernization undoubtedly lies in reducing 
military expenses. 


It remains to be seen whether he will succeed in imposing 
his viewpoint on his more conservative colleagues. The 
resignation of Marshal Akhromeyev from his post as 
chief of general staff, curiously enough announced in 
New York, shows clearly that there is powerful resis- 
tance. 


That is doubtless why the general secretary has thrown 
himself into a veritable forced march as though better to 
exhaust the supporters of the old order. Aware of his 
popularity in the West, he is calling on the West to be 
witness to his intentions in the hope of wresting the 
Soviet masses from their skeptical torpor. That was one 
of his principle objectives during the trip which should 
have taken him from New York to London via Havana: 
proving to his people, via television relay, that he is 
taken very seriously in the West. Why, under these 
conditions, should the Soviet silent majority not do the 
same in spite of the storms gathering on the horizon? 


Mr Gorbachev had to interrupt a display which would 
undoubtedly have been judged in bad taste after the 
disaster which has just plunged unhappy Armenia into 
mourning. For the sake of the future of “perestroyka” 
and of a “glasnost” which has still not reached the 
Caucasus (Western journalists have been banned from 
the area for many months) one would hope that there is 
no other reason for his abrupt return to Moscow. 


Sakharov Holds News Conference at USSR Embassy 
LD0912135188 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] Immediately after his arrival in France, Andrey 
Sakharov held a news conference at the Soviet Embassy 
in Paris, which would have been unthinkable only 2 
years ago. Correspondent Pierre Weil was there. 


FRANCE 


[Weil] Andrey Sakharov ‘‘rst appealed to the Soviet 
authorities to allow entry to volunteers from all over the 
world who want to help the victims of the earthquake in 
Armenia. 


The academician naturally talked at length about 
restructuring. It is not irreversible, he said, and two 
phenomena worry Andrey Sakharov: compromises now 
being made with forces which are against restructuring, 
and Gorbachev's aspiration to personal power. He 
describes him, however, as an extraordinary man. 


The Soviet academician wants the West to support 
restructuring in every way, but if it fails, the West should 
no longer help the USSR, Andrey Sakharov points out. 


Finally the academician favors a conference on human 
rights being held in Moscow, on condition that all 
political prisoners held in the USSR are released and 
that Soviet troops withdraw completely from Afghani- 
stan. 


Visa Lifted for Council of Europe Members 
LD08 12160288 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] The government has just decided to lift the 
requirement for entry visas to France for all member 
countries of the Council of Europe with the exception of 
Turkey. The Foreign Ministry spokesman indicated that 
this decision was made taking account of the strength- 
ening of cooperation in Europe in the field of security 
and the fight against terrorism and drug-trafficking. 


France had imposed the visa requirement 2 years ago on 
all foreigners not originating from the 12 countries of the 
EC or Switzerland following a wave of attacks which 
caused |1 deaths in Paris in the fall of 1986. 


2 Planes Leave for Armenian Quake Region 
LD0912150288 Paris Domestic Service 
in French 1200 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] French people will be among 
the rescue teams in Armenia helping earthquake victims. 
A Hercules C130 military plane took off from Villacou- 
blay this morning. In all, two large-haul planes are due to 
arrive this afternoon, preceded by a smaller detachment 
from Nimes with 25 men. 
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Andreotti Terms Gorbachev Stance ‘Significant’ 
= Rome ANSA in English 1228 GMT 
8 Dec 


[Text] (ANSA) Brussels, December 8—The Soviet deci- 

sion to reduce The Red Army by half a million men was 
hailed as a “significant” step which should pave the way 
to easier East-West conventional arms reduction negoti- 
ations by Italian Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti, 
Thursday. 


Speaking here before Thursday morning's working ses- 
sion of the Atlantic Council, which groups NATO for- 
eign ministers, Andreotti said “to me this new stance 
seems to be a very significant one. The reductions are 
considerable and are emblematic of the determination of 
the Soviet president to continue along his chosen road 
towards disarmament, giving out clear signals of wishing 
to continue the same line with the new United States 
administration.”’. 


The Soviet decision to slash land forces by 500,000 men, 
and do away with 10,000 tanks, was announced Wednes- 
day by Kremlin Chief Mikhail Gorbachev in a speech to 
the United Nations General Assembly. 


“Moreover,” the Italian minister continued, “‘Gor- 
bachev is just carrying out promises already made, and 
by that | mean the essential correction of inbalances 
which have an immediate bearing on European security. 
The West views this as a hopeful sign for future negoti- 
ations on conventional arms stability,” he added. 


Government Wants Libya To Extradite Suspect 
a Rome ANSA in English 0837 GMT 
9 Dec 


[Text] (ANSA) Brussels [No date as received}]—Italy 
intends to ask Libya to extradite Palestinian Osama 
Zomar, suspected of taking part in the 1982 attack on the 
Rome synagogue, who was permitted to leave Greece 
earlier this week despite an extradition request advanced 
by the Italian Government, Italian Foreign Minister 
Giulio Andreotti announced here Thursday. 


Andreotti, who was here attending the working session of 
NATO foreign ministers, also took up the matter with 
his Greek counterpart, Karolos Papoulias, in a face-to- 
face meeting on the sidelines of the Atlantic Council 
meeting. 


Osama Zomar is wanted by the Italian Justice Depart- 
ment for his alleged role in the October 1982 synagogue 
attack which left a 2-year old boy dead and thirty-four 
people injured. He is believed to be a member of the 
terrorist group headed by Abu Nidal, which also carried 
out the bloody attack at Rome’s Fiumicino airport on 
December 27, 1985. 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 19 


“I expressed my surprise to Papoulias” Andreotti told 
the press here, “for the fact that a Palestinian citizen, 
who was serving a prison term in Greece for the posses- 
sion of explosives and who was believed responsible for 
the attack against the Rome synagogue, was allowed to 
leave for a country of his choice, despite the assurances 
we received regarding his extradition”. 


“We know,” Andreotti added, “that the man (Osama 
Zomar) asked, and was allowed, to be sent to Libya. No 
extradition treaty exists between Italy and Libya, but 
granting his extradition would anticipate the implemen- 
tation of the non-aggression pact and also the coopera- 
tion agreed to in the fight against terrorism and drug 
trafficking” which Libyan number-two, ‘Abd al-Salam 
Jallud, proposed during his recent visit to Italy. 


(In Rome on Wednesday, the Foreign Ministry sum- 
moned the Greek Ambassador to Italy, Nikalaos Atha- 
nassiou, to demand “extensive clarification” on the 
Greek Government decision to let the suspected terrorist 
free on Tuesday. For its part, the Italian Justice Ministry 
said in Rome Wednesday that it was “surprised” by the 
release of Zomara and that Justice Minister Giuliano 
Vassalli was “anxiously” awaiting an explanation for the 
move and could not conceal his “anxiety and agitation” 
for the Greek decision). 


Libya’s Jallud Meets Prime Minister de Mita 
LD0212133388 Tripoli JANA in Arabic 1025 GMT 
2 Dec 88 


[Text] Rome, 2 Dec, JANA—Staff Major ‘Abd al-Salam 
Ahmad Jallud met yesterday evening at the governmen- 
tal palace in Rome with Italian Prime Minister, de Mita. 


Addresses Arab Envoys 
LD0212161588 Tripoli JANA in Arabic 1330 GMT 
2 Dec 88 


[Text] Staff Major ‘Abd al-Salam Jallud met in Rome 
this morning with the Arab ambassadors accredited to 
Italy. The meeting dealt with the stand of the U.S. 
Administration which is hostile to the Arab nation and 
(?disregards) the will of the Arab people and the peoples 
of the entire world. 


Staff Maj Jallud pointed out to the Arab ambassadors 
that the U.S. stand, which is hostile to the cause of the 
Palestinian Arab people the entire Arab nation, requires 
that all Arabs take a strong stance and mount coordina- 
tion between the Arab countries in order to defend the 
dignity of the Arab nation, its existence and honor. He 
affirmed that it is only fitting to reply to the repeated 
humiliations of the Arabs and to the U.S.-Zionist alli- 
ance directed against the Arab nation and its central 
cause, Palestine. 
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Staff Maj Jallud also indicated that the Great Jamahiri- 
yah has always stressed the inevitability of the unity of 
the Arab nation and that the latter has no option but to 
unite [words indistinct], and finally that armed struggle 
is the only way to liberate occupied Palestine. 


Law Enforcement Accord Signed With Egypt 
AU0812151688 Rome ANSA in English 
1016 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, December 8—lItalian Interior 
Minister Antonio Gava and his Egyptian counterpart, 
Zaki Mustafa ‘Ali Badr, signed an accord here Wednes- 
day to boost cooperation in the fight against drugs 
trafficking, terrorism and organised crime. 


The accord, the two ministers explained to the press, is a 
follow-up to the one signed in 1986 and calls for greater 
information exchange in the areas of police technique 
research, terrorism, transport security, organised crime, 
“white collar” crime and drugs trafficking. 


In order to achieve this, Gava said, a bilateral commis- 
sion could be set up to meet yearly or more often if 
necessary. The committee would be made up of the 
respective interior ministers and representatives form 
each nation’s law enforcement agencies. 


Cooperation in law enforcement matters was at the 
center of a meeting the two interior ministers held 
yesterday, before the signing of the cooperation accord, 
attended for the Italian side by National Police Chief 
Vincenzo Paris, Carabinieri Chief Roberto Jucci and 
customs head Gaetano Pellegrino, the director of the 
Sisde Secret Service, Ricardo Malpica, and the head of 
the Anti-Drug Service, Pietro Soggiu. 


For his part, the Egyptian Interior Minister was accom- 
panied by Cairo’s Ambassador to Rome, Ms Huda 
al-Marasi, and other high-ranking Egyptian officials. 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


Italy has similar law enforcement accords with other 
Mediterranean countries, worked out after the wave of 
Mideast Terrorist Attacks against Italy in the early 
1980s. 


Minister Departs After Talks 
AU0912104788 Rome ANSA in English 1015 GMT 
9 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, December 9—Egyptian Minister 
of the Interior Zaki Badr left here for home last night at 
the end of a four-day visit in which he conferred with his 
Italian counterpart, Antonio Gava. 


The focus of the talks between the two interior ministers 
was the various aspects of bilateral cooperation in the 
fight against international terrorism, official sources 
said. 


Volice Find Cache of Arms in Train 
AU0912110288 Rome ANSA in English 1036 GMT 
9 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Como, December 9—A cache of arms 
was found in two suitcases left in the baggage rack of a 
Hamburg-Milan train Thursday. 


Italian border guards became suspicious when none of 
the passengers in the compartment claimed the two 
suitcases on the rack above their heads. 


The bags were seized and police found they contained a 
light machine gun, a Chinese-made machine gun, two 
Italian-made semi-automatic rifles, two magazines and 
one hundred boxes of ammunition. 


Several eyewitnesses said they saw a man board the train 
at the Chiasso station, (near Como) put the suitcases on 
the overshead rack and quickly leave. 


Investigators suspected the weapons were meant for a 
terrorist group. 
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Durao Barroso on Ammunition to Mozambique 
LD08 12231988 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Portugal is politically committed to a security 
solution for Mozambique, Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation Durao Barroso said on his 
arrival at Lisbon airport from Maputo. 


Durao Barroso was answering 2 question put to him by 
Portuguese commercial radio on the reported Portu- 
guese donation of 12 tonnes of ammunition to Mozam- 
bique under the cooperation agreements signed during 
his visit to Mozambique. 


Durao Barroso and Faria de Almeida attended the 
Portuguese-Mozambican Mixed Commission session in 
Mozambique which discussed cooperation issves. Duri.9 
Barroso said that besides being committed to a security 
solution for Mozambique, the Portuguese Government's 
stance in donating 12 tonnes of ammunition to Maputo 
also translates Portugal's decision to support the 
Mozambican Government, which had already started 
under the late President Samora Machel. In Durao 
Barroso’s view, there can be no development without 
security. [passage omitted] 


PCP Elects Bodies at Congress 
LD0412100288 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0700 GMT 4 Dec 88 


[Text] The 12th Congress of the Portuguese Communist 
Party continues. The first meeting of the new Central 
Committee, elected last night, ended at 0330. The meet- 
ing elected the Political Committee, the Secretariat, the 
Committee for Control and Cadres—a new body—and 
the secretary-general. The names are not yet known. 
They are expected to be revealed during the last session 
of the congress this morning, which will include a speech 
by party Secretary General Alvaro Cunhal. The latter is 
likely to have been reelected. 


The new Central Committee was elected by a majority 
with 21 votes against and 28 abstentions. There is 28 
percent of new blood, 54 new names; and 44 people left. 
The congress increased the number of Central Commit- 
tee members from 172 to 175 in order ‘*o satisfy the 
numerous requests for a change in the composition 
proposed by the old Central Committee. Among the 
names which were not in the (?0ld Central Committee) 
but are now in the new one is Joao Amaral. 


PCP Note on Zita Seabra Dismissal 
PM08 12153288 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 18 Nov 88 p 5 


{Unattributed report: “Zita Seabra Began To Disagree 
With PCP Only at End of 1987"] 


[Text] “Zita Seabra began to say that she had disagree- 
ments with the overall party line only at the end of 
1987,” says the PCP Central Committee Secretariat 


PORTUGAL 21 


statement published in AVANTE! yesterday which pro- 
vided the basis for the resolution which led to the former 
Communist leader's dismissal. 


The Secretariat note recalls that Zita Seabra joined the 
PCP before 25 April 1975, when it was underground. 
Throughout all those years, the PCP maintains, “Zita 
Seabra always expressed complete agreement with the 
documents approved and the decisions taken. Not once 
did she vote against and not once did she abstain....” 


According to the PCP leaders, “even before the end of 
1987, some aspects of Zita Seabra’s activity began to 
attract criticisms from comrades most closely following 
her activity.” 


The Secretariat statement adds that “criticisms of these 
and other aspects of her conduct were made to the 
Central Committee Secretariat which, however, took the 
view that, while it was necessary to help Zita Seabra to 
correct certain aspects of her conduct, the facts did not 
invalidate her real qualities as a party member.” 


At another pont the Secretariat stresses that “in 1987 
many new fp ts attracted the attention of the Political 
Commission and of the Central Committee Secretariat 
to Zita Seabra’s political conduct, which was inconsis- 
tent with her status as a member of the Central Commit- 
tee and the Political Commission.” 


The facts are then specified: “Zita Seabra’s accusatory 
opinions and often insulting slanders against the party 
leadership and party line, expressed to comrades, 
friends, acquaintances, and relations, seeking to win 
them over to her opinions”; the regular contacts with 
romrades in the “Group of Six,” and others closely 
linked to them, who appeared immediately after these 
meetings with Zita Seabra, knowing what had happened 
at meetings, not only of the Central Committee but also 
of the Political Commission, including decisions, state- 
merits, remarks, utterances, and so forth....“ 


All this, the note says, “itself characterized conduct out 
of keeping with the confidence of the leadership bodies 
to which she belonged,” adding that “many comrades 
began to insist that Zita Seabra’s party conduct be 
clarified.” 


Letter From Zita Seabra 


The Central Committee Secretariat statement later 
describes as “a revealing document” Zita Seabra’s letter 
to the secretary general and the Political Commission 
dated 15 March 1988. 


According to the PCP leaders, in this letter Zita Seabra 
“did not give the slightest explanation of her conduct, 
and mounted throughout 31 pages, with an endless series 
of distortions and lies, a fierce attack on the party's and 
leadership's line and activity.” 
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The Secretariat's note asserts that “it is a certainty that 
this letter sought to replace the ‘explanation of her 
conduct’ with a violent attack on the party leadership's 
line and activity, thus creating grounds for saying that 
her ‘case’ stemmed not from her party conduct but from 
her differing opinions and criticisms, and that she was 
therefore a ‘victim’ of political persecution for daring to 
hold differing opinions and to criticize.” 


The Communist leaders then cite the 3 May 1988 
Political Commission meeting, in which Zita Seabra 
took part and at which her party conduct was examined. 


According to the Central Committee Secretariat, “the 
aforementioned essential facts were recalled at the meet- 
ing. In the speeches by several comrades on the Political 
Commission facts and evidence were cited, corroborat- 
ing what was stated about the leaking of ‘information 
about the activity of the party and its leadership’ and 
about her involvement in circles characterized by insuit- 
ing slanders of the party leadership and several of its 
members, neglect of duties, the breach with the party 
leadership, and so forth.... Zita Seabra neither confirmed 
nor denied this. In a very brief speech she stated that she 
had made in a writing a full reply to the accusations 
made in the Secretariat's ‘working document,’ and that 
she had nothing further to add.” 


The note stresses in another passage that “when asked 
about her intentions as regards the future, she declared 
herself prepared to accept the party's normal functioning 
and observance of the constitution as it currently 
stands.” 


The Central Committee Secretariat emphasizes that 
“this statement influenced the proposal which the Polit- 
ical Commission submitted to the Central Committee, to 
the effect that she should be dismissed from the Political 
Commission but remain a Central Committee member, 
and the Central Committee’s decision approving this 
proposal.” But, the note stresses, “Zita Seabra’s subse- 
quent conduct made clear the insincerity of that ‘word of 


The Central Committee Secretariat statement then 
describes Zita Seabra’s conduct since she was dismissed 
from the Political Committee, citing, in conclusion, the 
resolution which dismissed her from the PCP Central 
Committee, to which DIARIO DE NOTICIAS has 
already referred. 


PORTUGAL 


Seabra Replies to PCP 
PM08 12154688 | ishon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portugue: "ps 


(Unattributed report: “Central Committee Secretariat 
Indictment Contains Contradictions and Lies] 


[Text] Zita Seabra replied in statements to DIARIO DE 
NOTICIAS yesterday that the PCP Central Committee 
Secretariat's indictment against her, published in the 
party's official organ, is “invalidated by contradictions 
and lies pure and simple.” 


The former Communist leader told this newspaper that 
she deems it “deplorable to see AVANTE! (her party's 
official organ) turned into a vehicle for charges and 
accusations which are conspicuous for their lack of 
foundation and opt for sheer personal abuse.” 


Expelled first from the Political Commission ard more 
recently from the Central Committee itself, Zita Seabra 
believes that the “indictment” published in AVANTE! 
yesterday [17 November] (in which the party leadership 
seeks to “justify” the expulsions) is a document “once 
again unaccompanied by my defense,” and, moreover, 
“invalidated by contradictions and lies pure and 
simple.” 


The author of “The Name of Things” stressed to DIA- 
RIO DE NOTICIAS that “the persistence of such meth- 
ods serves to corroborate and confirm how justified | 
was to make public—through a book—my political 
moves, the defense of which I put forward in May, on 
the occasion of my dismissal from the Political Commis- 
sion.” 


Zita Seabra added that “the attempts at vilification, in 
addition to revealing disorientation, are contrary to the 
discussion of ideas which the PCP needs,” and that she 
will not abandon her “efforts for that discussion to take 


place as a necessary part of the struggle for change.” 


“The party needs everybody's contribution,” Zita Seabra 
stressed, and said in conclusion that “we must learn 1o 
coexist with our disagreements and to discuss our differ- 
ences, without turning them into grounds for condem- 
nation—much less, slander and discord.” 
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Gonzalez, Foreign Minister Cited on Palestine Issue 
PM08i2163588 Barcelona in Spanish 30 Nov 88 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Spain Declares Its Support for 
Palestinian People’s Right to Self-Determination”] 


[Excerpt] Madrid/Washington—Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez yesterday reiterated Spain's support for 
the Palestinian people's right to self-determination, with 
all the consequences which this entails, and the need to 
—" international conference on peace in the Middle 


On the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity 
With the Palestinian People, Gonzalez released through 
the Ministrv of the Government Spokesman a message 
in which he set out Spain's stance “in favor of the 
Palestinian people's legitimate rights.” 


According to Felipe Gonzalez, the occasion takes on “a 
particular significance” this year, owing to the “positive 
trend represented by the resolutions recently approved 
by the Palestine National Council.” He added that 
“Spain is convinced that the best way to achieve a just, 
comprehensive, and lasting solution to the Near East 
problem is to convene an international peace conference 
under UN auspices.” 


Spain, the prime minister stated, “is prepared to contrib- 
ute as far as possible to the process leading to the holding 
of that conference under the best possible conditions for 
its achieving positive results.” Gonzalez also expressed 
the government's concern at the “grave deterioration of 
the situation in the occupied territories,” and demanded 
full observance of the August 1949 Geneva Convention 
on the protection of civilians and of the UN Security 
Council resolutions. 


Gonzalez stated that Spain “trusts that the opportunity 
afforded by the current situation for opening the neces- 
sary peace negotiations and thus ending the sufferings of 
the Palestinian people inside and outside the occupied 
territories will not be missed.” 


For his part, Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez 
Ordonez stated in the Senate that he hopes that over the 
next few months the EC will adopt an even more 
favorable stance on the proclamation of the Palestinian 
state. 


Fernandez Ordonez, who appeared before the upper 
house’s Foreign Affairs Committee in order to answer 
several questions put by the opposition and the Socialist 
group, stated that following the Algiers summit a posi- 
tive stance by the Twelve has been achieved, although 
not as favorable to Palestinian selfdetermination as 
Spain and the PLO would like. 





SPAIN 23 


Although there countries in the EC, such as the Nether- 
lands or Britain, wh.ch are less well disposed toward 

Palestinian state, Fernandez stated that “ 
" and so, in 2 months time, under 


Palestinian stance. [passage omitted] 


Madrid Daily on Defense With U.S. 
PM08 12113688 Madrid YA in Spanish 2 Dec 88 p 17 


[Editorial: “Agreement With United States Has Been 
Signed”) 


{fext] With the signing of the defense agreement 
between Spain and the United States yesterday, a whole 
period of definition of Spain's participation in the 
defense of the West comes to an end. Key elements in 
this cooperation in Western defense are NATO's accep- 
tance of certain peculiarities of Spain's entry iato the 
organization and into the WEU and the signing of the 
new agreement with the United States. The framework 
of cooperation has been completed, but this does not 
mean that the picture which the framework surrounds 
ceases to show discolored or confused areas. 


Among the aspects which have remained confused dur- 
ing this lengthy process of definition, that of the kind of 
treatment accorded to each other by two countries sign- 
ing a cooperation and defense agreement may be high- 
lighted. Reaching the signing of the agreement most 
resembled a long and arduous obstacle race, in which 
distrust predominated over trust and in which it some- 
times seemed that the ends rather than the means were 
being called into question. The sorry episode of the 
removal of the F-16'’s from Torrejon and their later 
reception in Italy is an instance of the unwisdom of 
submitting the technical terms of the defense agreement 
to a referendum. 


The outcome is that the defense agreement with the 
United States, as well as the defense agreement on 
joining NATO, were influenced prior to their negotia- 
tion. And that, of course, was bound to create unneces- 
sary contentious issues during the negotiating process. 
This has been so apparent during Fernandez Ordonez’ 
term of office as to make it pointless to dwell any further 
on the matter. But now that an attempt will be made to 
sell us the signing of the agreement as a great triumph of 
foreign policy, the fact cannot be ignored that the waste 
of energy, effort, and time represents an intellectual, 
moral, and strategic cost that could have been largely 
avoided. 


But there are also other aspects which call into question 
the image which the government has tried to convey to 
the public. It cannot be asserted that what has been 
signed obs¢ ves or implements the terms accepted by the 
people for staying in the Atlantic alliance. As we 
remarked at the time, the agreement with the United 
States contains an explicit clause on not searching U.S. 
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warships. It is immaterial to point out that this clause 
must Or must not be inferred to be, or is or is not, 
applicable to the NATO countries’ naval forces. The 
important thing is that the clause is explicit and that it is 
inconsistent with the terms approved in the referendum. 
Prag, ..atism of necessity has nothing to do with the logic 
of the referendum. 


The political parties reacted when it was reported that 
the agreement has been concluded and they learned its 
contents. Although, all things considered, we do not 
disagree with this and some other aspects which are the 
most contentious for some people, passivity on the part 
of the political forces with respect to the contradictions 
and murky areas of the process and of its outcome 
neither can nor should be accepted. There are many 
questions to be asked, and parliament exists for that 
purpose, if the majority allows them. 


Cajal on Defense Agreement With United States 
LDO0912050488 Madrid Domestic Service 
in Spanish 2230 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[News conference by Maximo Cajal, envoy to the 
defense agreement talks with the United States; from the 
“Last Edition” program, correspondents not individu- 
ally :dentified; date not given—recorded] 


[Text] The Western European Union [WEU] has ended 
its 34th ordinary session in Paris. It stressed that Spain 
and Portugal quickly joining the organization was the 
most important event of the year. The 10 point proposal 
for the country’s defense and security policy, devised by 
Felipe Gonzalez and summarized in the 1986 NATO 
referendum, in which the Spanish people favored the 
reduction of the U.S. military presence in our country, 
was completed in November with the announcement of 
Spain’s membership in the WEU. 


During the lengthy period of negotiations with the 
United States, one man remained especially silent: Max- 
imo Cajal. His name appears on the new defense agree- 
ment. A week after it was signed, he spoke with us. For 
him, the agreement is not the least of those possible but 
the best. 


[Cajal] Well, I think it is the best agreement we could 
have signed with the United States. And although some 
of those listening will think this is clearly an obvious 
reply, I say it sincerely. | am convinced that it is better 
than the 1982 agreement in the same way that the 1982 
agreement was better than the previous one, and so on. 


[Question] However, the present U.S. Ambassador to 
Spain, Reginald Bartholomew, during his recent public 
address to the Club Siglo XXI in Madrid, said that with 
Spain’s incorporation into the Atlantic Alliance, which 
took place months ago, and with the reaching of this 
defense agreement with the United States, Spain and the 
United States are linked closer than ever in the military 
and political fields. Do you think so? 


SPAIN 


[Cajal] I think so. In the first place because certain 
questions were cleared up concerning Spain’s NATO 
membership and about the manner of our participation. 
There’s no doubt that the agreement with the United 
States comes within this greater framework and it cannot 
be seen outside this wider framework. For this reason I 
think that Ambassador Bartholomew is right. Having 
overcome both stumbling blocks, we have cleared up 
these uncertainties, the horizon is clearer, and the path is 
freer for Spain’s clear and resolute collaboration in 
common defense. It is a mistake to think that the alliance 
member countries, simply because they are in the Alli- 
ance, do not need to have a legal framework to regulate 
their bilateral relations with the most powerful ally, 
which is obviously the United States. [Question] Mr 
Cajal, the government’s political message throughout the 
whole negotiation period on the new defense agreement 
with the United States was that there was to be no 
contradiction, no clash with the principles of the NATO 
referendum. However, recent polls published in the 
press, and even information in the hands of the govern- 
ment—polls carried out by the Center for Social and 
Sociological Research—reveal that two out of three 
Spaniards believe Spain has given more than the United 
States in the agreement, and that this agreement does 
clash with the principles of the NATO referendum. From 
a more technical point of view, taking it for granted 
politically that the referendum was not breached, don’t 
you think that we at least verged on breaching the 
referendum? 


[Cajal] Regarding the first point on concessions or ces- 
sions, I frankly don’t think this is the case at all. On the 
contrary, I think that what has been done is to strengthen 
our sovereignty. Some administration aspects—manage- 
ment of the bases, hiring, status of the forces—which 
have improved the situation compared with the 1982 
agreement, have been eliminated. Also true is that all 
negotiations by definition intend to arrive at a point of 
balance between the positions. | always say it is not a 
case of trying to win by point scoring. Because it would 
be impossible. 


[Question] Excuse me, there hasn't been point scoring. 
But has there been a winner? Has Spain won? Has the 
United States won? Or has there been a healthy draw? 


[Cajal] I think the way these negotiations were carried 
out and the government’s view of them indicate it was a 
Satisfactory agreement for both sides. Regarding the 
second matter, which I know has given rise to contro- 
versy, at least among public opinion, I take this oppor- 
tunity to say something I have always maintained. The 
referendum, the terms of the referendum, and | think 
your question referred to this, have to be conceived, as I 
understand it, obviously have to be conceived as relative 
to a whole, and be necessarily compatible with them- 
selves. Let's see if | make myself clear. The question that’ 
the government asked in the referendum was not asked 
out of the blue. The government submitted to public 
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opinion, to popular sovereignty, a question with a spe- 
cific objective—should Spain remain in the Atlantic 
Alliance. So, this major premise should not be lost sight 
of. What I mean by this is if the reduction of U.S. 
military presence in Spain was conceived as the zero 
point, that’s to say that there were no U.S. forces in 
Spain or that they did not have certain facilities, this 
would make Spain’s continuation in the Atlantic Alli- 
ance impossible, because it would be against an essential 
objective of the alliance, which is to guarantee the 
security of the member countries. Whether it is liked or 
not liked is another thing, but the realities of life what 


they are. 


[Question] So we can conclude that the referendum’s 
possibilities for adjusting to the Western defense struc- 
ture without changing the limits imposed by the [word 
indistinct] have been thoroughly exhausted? 


[Cajal] Frankly, I think that the terms of the referendum 
have been fulfilled. 


[Question] Do you think that the Americans did not 
really believe that Spain was going to be so resolute? Did 
they believe at the outset that they would have to give up 
what they did, including the withdrawal of part of their 
Armed Forces? 


[Cajal] What I can say is that the United States negoti- 
ated and mainta/ncd their positions resolutely, trying to 
explain the reasons for their reservations to determined 
Spanish positions. Perhaps past passivity had an influ- 
ence. 


[Question] Maximo Cajal, honestly, during these long 
and difficult negotiations did you see what we could call 
colloquially, angry faces? Were there really tense 
moments during these negotiations? 


[Cajal] I don’t think I would be honest if I said that there 
was not every kind of emotion during these negotiations. 
There were tense moments, yes, there were tense 


SPAIN 


moments. There were problems. Sometimes, there were 
somewhat more than measured reactions, but | think 
that, in short, this is normal. We negotiators are human 
beings. 

[Question] This is clearly not a personal question 
because it refers to the two negotiating positions, to the 
respective foreign policies and policies of each govern- 
ment, but as you have had to spend many hours facing 
two people, especially former Ambassador Thomas 
Enders and the current one, Reginald Bartholomew, 
could you tell us which of the two you think was the 
better negotiator? Which of the two drove the hardest 
bargain for Spain? 


[Cajal] This is the type of question that a diplomat 
should never answer. But I am going to try to reply. 
Before anything, I have to say that I have an excellent 
personal relationship with Ambassador Bartholomew 
and I also had one with Thomas Enders. But the respon- 
sibility for the negotiations fell more to the present U.S. 
ambassador than to his predecessor. It was Ambassador 
Bartholomew who had to support the U.S. position in 
the negotiating process. Having said this, I repeat that 
my relations with him are excellent. 


[Question] Did the alleged political differences rumored 
during the negotiations between the foreign and defense 
ministries have any influence on the technical delegation 
that you chaired, or on the U.S. state of mind? 


[Cajal] No. I don’t think it is right to speak of political 
differences. I think these negotiations on the Spanish 
side were carried out with particular unity of approach. 
Perhaps the first stage was dominated more by political 
considerations, although with a very important techno- 
military undertone, and the second stage with more 
techno-military considerations. Therefore, perhaps, | 
think it could be said that in this last stage, the defense 
ministry's role was greater, for obvious reasons. Con- 
cerning my role, I think the negotiations in this sense 
were exemplary from the domestic point of view. I think 
we can be satisfied because there was great unity [words 
indistinct] throughout the 3 years, many things have 
been debated and discussed. It may be that only through 
discussion is the light discussed. 
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Governments Send Aid to USSR Earthquake Victims 
LD0912133488 Stockholm International Service 
in Swedish 1000 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Text] The Swedish Red Cross decided today to send 
disaster aid worth 2 million kronor to the victims of the 
earthquake in Armenia. The aid consists, among other 
things, of blood substitute products and antibiotics, and 
is to be delivered to Moscow within 24 hours. At a later 
stage the Swedish Red Cross might send foodstuffs in the 
form of conserves and dried fruit. The Swedish Red 
Cross has asked the government andi SIDA [Swedish 
International Development Authority for a further 3 
million kronor in disaster aid. 


The Norwegian Government has placed 3 million kroner 
at the disposal of the victims of the earthquake in 
Armenia, and the Finnish Red Cross, too, is prepared to 
send aid, first in the form of blood products. 


Finland 


* Impact of EC Market Change Debated 


* More C in Services 
36170005a Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 17 Sep 88 p 41 


[Article: “B*eakdown of EC Borders Increases Competi- 
tion Pressures Among Expediters”’] 


[Text] Turku—In the opinion of Nordic forwarding agents, 
plans of the EC to free the transportation market will 
increase competitive pressure in the Nordic countries. The 
response of the Nordic forwarders to this competition will 
be larger quantities, services covering the whole transporta- 
tion chain, and the increased use of computers. 


The elimination of customs barriers between EC countries 
will divert work away from forwarding firms that concen- 
trate on the customs phase of the transportation chain. 
Carl-Erik Sandstrom, chairman of the Swedish forwarders’ 
association, even predicts that forwarding firms from EC 
countries will penetrate Nordic markets. According to Sand- 
strom, signs of this are already in evidence. 


Expediters are considering the outlook for their profes- 
sion in Turku at meet’ngs of the Nordisk Speditorfor- 
bund [Nordic Forwarders’ Association]. 


As in other Nordic countries, work in the expediting 
field has become more strongly centralized during the 
past five years since Spontel started to confuse the 
situation in this field. There are about 100 forwarding 
firms in this country with about 5,500 employees, but 
about 4,200 of them are in the three largest: Spontel’s 
Spedito group, John Nurminen’s group, and the Huolin- 
takeskus group. 
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Business and industry are trying to keep their inventories 
as small as possible. So the forwarding firms responsible 
for movement of goods must know to the minute where 
the goods are at any time. This is turn requires a 
continually operating and improving flow of informa- 
tion based on computers. 


It is the intention of the EC that anyone meeting suffi- 
cient financial and professional qualifications be permit- 
ted to enter the professional truck-driving business. 


Tapio Talastera, chairman of the Finnish forwarders’ 
association, says that in the association’s opinion this 
principle should also be applied in Finland and the 
present stricter rules should be loosened. 


One of the EC’s attempts ai unification was implemented in 
Finland too at the beginning of the year with the old 
customs forms were replaced by the EC’s unified forms. 


According to Talastera, the forwarding firms consider 
developments towards centralization to be positive. 


* Decis Role 
36170005a Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 9 Sep 88 p 11 


[Article: “Docent Asko Antola: Finland Powerless in 
Europe That Is Unifying”) 


[Text] Finland’s problem as Europe's unification proceeds 
will more and more clearly be a lack of influence. The 
attitudes of the EC in relation of other countries are clear, 
no outside nation has any reason to influence the EC’s own 
decisionmaking. This was the opinion of docent Esko 
Antola of the University of Turku in his speech in Turku last 
Thursday at a seminar on European law. 


“The possibilities for influence are reserved for those 
who assume the responsibilities and rights of member- 
ship as a single package. Yet this decisionmaking has a 
great effect on Finland. So will be getting into a situation 
where principles that shape our own society will be 
formulated without our being heard,” he predicted. 


According to Antola, more has happened in Western 
Europe toward economic unification during the past 
three years than in the previous ten years iogether. The 
recession years of the 1970's turned unification into 
dispersion, and the whole process started practically 
from ruins at the beginning of the 1980's. 


“This history illustrates well the situation of the Euro- 
pean organizations in the EC; the countries in the 
European Free Trade Association, EFTA, have been 
more persistent. True, their goals have also been much 
more modest,” Antola said. 
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Sweden 


Prime Minister Reacts to Gorbachev Speech 
LD0712221488 Stockholm Domestic Service 
in Swedish 2100 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] [Announcer] We have just spoken to Swedish 
Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson to hear his reactions to 
{words indistinct]. 


[Begin recording] [Correspondent Bengt Persson] Well, 
Ingvar Carlsson, how are we to interpret these [word 
indistinct]. 


{Carisson] They are new and bold initiatives. Without 
having analyzed them in detail, I view them as some- 
thing very positive. They deal with conventional forces, 
which are often used as an excuse to explain lack of 
progress in nuclear arms since the Soviet Union has such 
great numbers of conventional forces. Now another 


possibility is opening 
[Persson]) What do you think lies behind Gorbachev's 


{Carisson] Well, there may be several reasons. But we must 
not really belittle them; perhaps there is a strong striving on 
Gorbachev’s part to really create a more stable peace. Then 
there is a very important economic side; the Soviet Union 
has both economic worries and industrial ambitions. It is 
clear that enormous resources are tied up in military forces, 
and this could be one way to improve the Soviet economy, 
to use these resources on more important things than the 
military sector. [end recording] 


Further Reportage on PLO’s ‘Arafat Visit 


‘Arafat Statements 
LD0712194788 Stockholm Domestic Service 
in Swedish 1700 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[From the “Eko” program] 


[Text] [Announcer] Bo Karlstroem, can this meeting in 
Stockholm have any real significance? 


[Correspondent Karlistroem] Well, it is a little too early 
to say. Both Sten Andersson [Swedish foreign minister] 
and the Jewish group were very optimistic and said that 
what was stated in this paper—which we have talked 
about so much and which was written here in Stock- 
holm—should be able to lead to the United States being 
able to negotiate with the PLO. The PLO has now, they 
think, fulfilled the demands placed on it. But what 
‘Arafat himself, too, says, is that this was a clarification 
of what was stated already in Algiers, thus the question is 
whether the Americans and Israel are content with this 
clarification and change their views. But it is clear that a 
clarification of what was stated in Algiers has been called 
for, and now we can say that this clarification has come. 
But as so often when ‘Arafat makes statements, they may 
become the objects of different interpretations, and 
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afterwards you may wonder what he really said and what 
he really meant. The next clarification will probably 
come in Geneva next week when ‘Arafat is to address the 
UN General Assembly. That is when he will have his 
most important public appearance and it is what he says 
there that really counts. 


[Announcer] But obviously it is so, Herman Melzer, that 
after the talks greater optimism was felt by Foreign Minister 
Sten Andersson and the American Jewish delegation? 


[Correspondent Melzer] Yes, and all who met Yasir ‘Arafat 
[words indistinct] over these 2 days have been very positive. 
We can say that they have a more positive impression than 
the journalists who attended the news conference. Riksdag 
speaker Thage Peterson, who today had lunch with ‘Arafat, 
told “Eko” that he had a very good impression of ‘Arafat's 
desire for peace. And Carl Bildt [leader of the Moderate 
Unity Party], who did not meet ‘Arafat but met the Amer- 
ican Jewish group, thinks that the meeting in Stockholm has 
led to certain clarifications. The leader of the American 
Jewish group, Rita Hauser, thought that the peace progress 
has taken several steps forwards. 


[Begin Hauser recording in English] They have unequiv- 
ocally accepted Israel as a state in the region, denounced 
terrorism, and declared their willingness to go into a 
peace conference based on 242 and 338. [end recording] 


[Melzer] And Rita Hauser says that the PLO has unequiv- 
ocally accepted Israel as a state in the region and that the 
PLO has said that it would refrain from terrorism. 


Foreign Minister Sten Andersson saw the Stockholm 
meeting as a beginning for a possible breakthrough in 
eventual peace talks. To the question of why Israel, in the 
document presented today, was only accepted as a state 
and not recognized, Sten Andersson replied: 


[Begin Andersson recording] It has been stated without 
any doubt, and it has been repeated during the discus- 
sions we had, that what is new and what can mean a 
breakthrough in the peace process is the fact that the 
PLO unequivocally accepts Israel as a state in the region, 
and that it also fulfills the second condition set by our 
side, by the United Nations, and by Israel, namely to 
renounce and condemn terrorism. [end recording] 


on ‘Arafat’s Activities 
LD08 12102088 Algiers Voice of Palestine 
in Arabic 1702 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Brother leader Abu ‘Ammar, [Yasir ‘Arafat] PLO 
Executive Committee chairman and commander in chief 
of the Palestinian revolution forces, this morning had 
more talks with Swedish officials, headed by the Swedish 
prime minister; the Swedish foreign minister, and the 
speaker of parliament. 
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Yesterday brother Abu ‘Ammar in Stockholm held a 
discussion session with the Swedish Foreign Minister 
Sten Andeisson in the presence of members of the 
Palestinian and Swedish delegations. 


Afterward, brother leader Abu ‘Ammar, in Andersson’s 
presence, met with American Jews Rita Hauser former 
official in President Reagan’s administration and currently 
chairwoman of the American Bureau at the international 
center for peace in the Middle East; her assistant Dora Kass: 
Menachem Rosensaft, of the international network of the 
children of the Holocaust; Stanley Sheinbaum, professor at 
the University of California; and Abraham Udovitch a 
professor at Princeton University. 


This morning, Brother leader Abu ‘Ammar visited the tomb 
of the late Prime Minister Olaf Palme and laid a wreath. 


On another note, the Austrian foreign minister 
announced yesterday that the PLO executive committee 
chairman on 15 and 16 December will visit Austria as 
part of his current European tour. He will meet with 
Austrian foreign minister and [words indistinct]. 


The French Government should have been more (?dis- 
posed) and recognized the new Palestinian state. Brother 
Abu ‘Ammar added in his statement to PARIS MATCH, 
which will appear tomorrow in Paris, that the French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas was sorry for not being 
able to recognize us because our state has no borders. 
Therefore, I would like to ask where are Israel’s borders. 
He said that Israel is the only state in the United Nations 
which has no map. In fact it has numerous and different 
borders, namely security borders, military borders, polit- 
ical borders, religious borders, territorial water borders, 
and also borders from the Euphrates to the Nile. 


Brother leader Abu ‘Ammar wished that the dialogue 
with the U.S. President Elect George Bush will be much 
easier than with his predecessor Reagan. This is because 
Bush is an expert in international affairs. In the, past he 
occupied the position of a member of the National 
Security Council, then CIA director then an ambassador 
of his country, and then vice president of the United 
States. Brother Abu ‘Ammar added we want to open a 
new leaf with him and cross a new stage. We do not ask 
for the impossible. All we want is equality and justice. 


*Arafat Departs 
LD0712213488 Stockholm Domestic Service 
in Swedish 2100 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] PLO Leader Yasir ‘Arafat left Stockholm by air 
from Arlanda Airport just before 1900 this evening. Accord- 
ing to unconfirmed reports, ‘Arafat is on the way to Tunis 
where the PLO has its headquarters. [passage omitted] 
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Carlsson, Tells French About Visa Objections 
PM0812160488 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 6 Dec 88 p 8 


[Bjorn Erik Rosin dispatch: “Visa Requirements a 
Weighty Topic during Paris Visit’’] 


[Excerpt] Paris—“I told Prime Minister Rocard about 
the Swedish objections to the French visa requiremeents. 
We must hope that the French Government is listening.” 


The visa issue was one of the weighty points on the 
agenda when Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson met with 
his French counterpart, Michel Rocard, during his work- 
ing visit to Paris yesterday. 


Michel Rocard, who is said to be a great admirer of the 
“Swedish model” and to have drawn inspiration from 
Swedish social democracy, is hardly likely to have been 
unfriendly enough not to listen. However, it is a big step 
from listening to putting Swedish protests above 
“raisons d’etat,” that is, French national interests, and 
Interior Minister Pierre Joxe’s stern arguments. 


On several occasions in the past few months Rocard has 
declared that France has the right to protect itself against the 
terrorist threat and that :t does not intend to make any more 
exceptions to the visa restrictions other than those that 
already exist: that is, for the EEC countries and Switzerland, 
which occupies a special position because of its common 
border with France and also its membership of the French- 
speaking community in Europe. 


Sweden’s relations with the EEC were the other major 
topic of discussion between Carlsson and Rocard. At a 
news conference in Paris yesterday the prime minister 
said that Rocard was positive toward Swedish wishes for 
close cooperation with the EEC. Ingvar Carlsson again 
stressed that Sweden is in a good position in its prepa- 
rations for 1992, when the EEC nations will open the 
single internal market. 


The prime minister arrived in Paris last Friday [2 
December] at the head of a 7-man delegation, which 
included Foreign Ministry Under Secretary of Stat< 
Pierre Schori, and Ulf Dinkelspiel, chairman of the 
government's EEC committee. 


Sunday evening the prime minister met with Prime Minister 
Rocard and Interior Minister Joxe at a private dinner. 


Yesterday afternoon the Swedish delegation also held 
talks with French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas and 
National Assembly Speaker Laurent Fabius. 


Today Prime Minister Carlsson will meet with President 
Francois Mitterrand for a discussion of international 
issues. These were also discussed in the meeting with 
Rocard and Foreigi: Minister Dumas. 
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Today Carlsson will also attend the Socialist International 
meeting before he returns to Stockholm, a day earlier than 
planned, for the meeting between PLO leader ‘Arafat and a 
delegation of U.S. Jews. [passage omitted] 


Fishing Boats Asked to Leave Baltic Military Area 
LD0812180688 Stockholm Domestic Service 
in Swedish 1545 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Reportedly the three Swedish fishing vessels, which 

Soviet warships are trying to chase from the Baltic, are still 
in position close to a Soviet military area. The fishing boats 
have not yet managed to raise their fishing gear as the Soviet 
ships are cruising around them. The fishing boats were told 
to leave the area at 1400. The boats are in international 
waters, but in the vicinity of a Soviet military restricted 
area. [Passage indistinct] has now sent a telex to the Soviet 
authorities requesting they allow the Swedish boats to raise 
their gear so they can leave the area. 


* Prestocking of Medical for War 
3650001 1c Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
15 Oct 88 p 7 


[Article by Sven Svensson: “Who Is Responsible for 
Stockpiling””’} 


[Text] One billion [kronor] will be invested in stockpil- 
ing medical supplies for war, according to the 1987 
5-year defense decision, but no one wants to assume 
responsibility for arranging the storage. 


The defense and social committees in Parliament have, 
therefore, decided to call the Association of Swedish County 
Councils, the Government, and other authorities involved 
to a public question-and-answer session on 22 November. 


Called to the committee questioning were Social Minister 
Gertrud Sigurdsen, Maj-Britt Sandlund, general director of 
the Social Welfare Board, Gunnar Nordbeck, general direc- 
tor of the National Board of Civil Defense, Supreme Com- 
mander Bengt Gustafsson and Gunnar Hofring, chairman 
of the Association of County Councils. 


Of the state authorities, the Association of County 
Councils is indicated as being unyielding. Medical care 
in wartime is described as the weakest link by far in the 
total defense. Both the supreme commander and the 
National Board of Civil Defense, who share the respon- 
sibility for civil defense, are seriously worried. 


The duration of medical care in wartime is only a few 
weeks, since disposable materials—syringes, hypodermic 
needles, medical textiles, etc.—are imported, and storage 
is minimal. To some extent, the same applies to the 
availability of essential medicines. 
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Unused Money 


In the 1982 defense decision, more money was allocated to 
medical care in wartime, but the money lay totally unused 
until the last quarter, since the Association of County 
Councils and the government negotiation authority could 
not agree on the conditions for the stockpiling. 


In the 1987 defense decision, the appropriation for 
medical care was doubled to | billion. Now, the politi- 
cians are seriously worried that the decision will be 
bungled once again. 


The 1987 parliamentary decision presumed that the 
state should be responsible for the increased costs in 
wartime, while the county councils themselves would 
take care of “normal” medical care. 


The Association of County Councils has taken a tough 
position in the negotiations and maintained that the 
county councils should not be generally responsible for 
any costs for stockpiling medical supplies. 


During the public committee questioning, the politicians 
now intend to put pressure on the government, authori- 
ties and the Association cf County Councils, so that the 
1987 defense decision may be realized. 


* Soviet View of Nonalignment, Neutrality 
36500013a Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
16 Oct 88 p 2 


[Guest commentary by P.C. Jersild, writer: “The Sacred 
Neutrality”; first paragraph is DAGENS NYHETER 
introduction] 


[Text] From the Soviet viewpoint, our freedom from 
alliances can appear to be hypocrisy. 


In the calm after the election the supreme commander of 
the Swedish Armed Forces [OB] has succeeded in creat- 
ing a crisis atmosphere which for the moment, at least, 
has snatched the defense debate out of its old groove. 
The result may very well be that the previous somewhat 
broad unity on defense matters is going up in smoke. 
Perhaps we will also have a discussion about neutrality 
itself. That would be good. 


it used to be explained officially that we are neutral for 
two reasons: In peacetime Swedish neutrality functions 
as a Stabilizing factor for all of Northern Europe. In case 
of war it makes it possible for us to avoid being drawn in. 
Unfortunately, I must confess that I do not find these 
goals especially realistic. But it is not my intention to try 
to undermine neutrality. Nor will I try to frighten with 
better arguments as to why we should retain it. 


Is it true that neutrality really stabilizes the situation in 
the Nordic countries? One can just as well claim that it 
creates insecurity. An insecurity which can explain the 
continuing Soviet submarine violations. We have tried 
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to find the most sophisticated explanations for these 
encroachments—but the simplest explanation is proba- 
bly that the Soviets want to ensure a forward position in 
case of conflict. Why so? Because they do not dare to 
depend on Swedish neutrality. Sweden’s relationship 
with NATO can—from the Russian viewpoint—be com- 
pared with our relationship with the EC, that we “in 
practice” are alrcady members. Surely the Russians have 
not forgotten the German transits which were aimed 
specifically against the Soviets. 


Glasnost and perestroyka must be ever so widely preva- 
lent on the surface. Under the counter it is obviously the 
military which decides. And Gorbachev knows it. He 
also knows that he is running the risk of a military coup 
similar to the one in Poland if he comes too close to 
jeopardizing military interests. 


Is there any sensible reason why we should be left outside of 
a European war, which we now expect to meet between the 
hammer and the anvil? If the Russians want to hit Norway's 
Atlantic Coast they cannot go around Sweden. If NATO 
cruise missiles are fired at the Leningrad area they must also 
go via Swedish airspace. The party that rules Sweden has the 
foothold that he needs to leap farther. 


If the Russians attack first perhaps we can get support 
from NATO. But if NATO starts it, let us say with a 
so-called preventive aim—then what do we do? Do we 
voluntarily call out our neutrality to the Russians? Or do 
we throw the neutrality overboard and join up with 
NATO? I guess the latter. The Russians surely do too. 
From the Soviet viewpoint Sweden's freedom from 
alliances can appear to be hypocrisy. 


For what type of conflict are the Swedish Armed Forces 
planning? The OB points out the burden of being able to 
counter unexpected strategic blows. Instead he would 
force the enemy to consider a large invasion, which 
would give us time to mobilize. Oh yes, oh yes. Would 
little Sweden therefore, by having a good coup defense, 
be able to prevent a major European war? That would 
certainly be overestimating our importance. If a major 
power failed to take us in a coup, there is no doubt that 
it would humble us by other means, even if we were able 
to mobilize in advance. 


For every move there is always a countermove. If the 
enemy says A, and we respond with B, the enemy replies 
with C and we are forced to say D. And so on throughout 
the alphabet. When one listens to the Swedish defense 
debate he can on the contrary get the idea that a couple 
of sword blows on each side will suffice—whereupon 
peace will immediately break out. 


It is naturally impossible to guess how a war in Europe 
would turn out. But one can still claim that there are 
scenarios that are probably unlikely. One of these is a 
lengthy blockade. When the Swedish military is criticized 
for still living in World War II, they used to respond that 
most wars since 1945 have actually been like that. But in no 
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war after 1945 have the major powers directly confronted 
each other; we have never yet actually seen the modern mass 
murder machines at their worst. Neither with nor—more 
unlikely—without nuclear weapons. 


The argument against Swedish neutrality is that it creates a 
vacuum which entices the major powers—at least the Soviet 
Union—to try in advance to sign up Sweden as its own. In 
a war we can become a battlefield where the East and the 
West surge back and forth about like the Swedish Army in 
Germany during the Thirty Year’s War—only with a vastly 
quicker pace and much greater destruction. 


It is not unusual, in these very difficult questions, that one 
concludes that the reasonable measures are absolutely con- 
trary, that one can just as well argue for a measure as for its 
opposite. When dealing with the Armed Forces, it can 
appear just as urgent to arm as to disarm. 


If we are to keep Soviet submarines away we should 
immediately strengthen our border defenses. If we want to 
prevent a strategic coup we should join NATO. But if we are 
thinking of our civilian population we should invest every- 
thing in civil defense and guerrilla tactics. If we are thinking 
about nuclear war we should not prepare ourselves at all. 
Thinking about Finland—why does nobody think about 
Finland any more?—we absolutely should not join NATO. 
Thinking about reality, we perhaps have the most to gain by 
straightforward blue-eyed work for pacifism, or become 
religious and leave the questions of war and peace in the 
hands of a higher power. 


* Report Details East Bloc Spying From Trucks 
36500011b Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
21 Oct 88 p 19 


[Text] Foreign truck traffic in Sweden could be a way for 
foreign nations to obtain information about Swedish 
society. 


That is the conclusion of Supreme Commander Bengt 
Gustafsson in a report on the so-called TIR-marked 
[Transport International de Marchandises par la Route; 
international transport of goods without customs inspec- 
tion] trucks. 


At the same time, however, he notes that, if so, the trucks 
are primarily used to gather so-called open information, 
without any violation of Swedish laws taking place. It is less 
likely that the trucks re used as signal intelligence platforms 
or as a part of a satellite reconnaissance system. 


In the report a number of conceivable ways to use the 
trucks for security-political purposes is detailed. The 
drivers can gather data on the Swedish highway network, 
they can study various military exercises and they can 
map out industries, telecommunications stations, stores 
and stockpiles of military importance. 
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The trucks can also be used to transport the weapons and 
materiel needed by the sabotage units for their activity. 
Special contact men inside the Swedish borders are 
responsible for the storage of equipment for sabotage 
units in peacetime. 


Suspicions exist that the crews of the trucks consist 
entirely or partly of military personnel. Sometimes the 
drivers have demonstrated insufficient driving skills, 
and they have dressed and acted in a manner different 
from truck drivers in general. 


Up to now, neither police nor customs people have been 
able to prove that the TIR trucks devote themselves to 
foreign intelligence activities. No other Western Euro- 
pean country has been able to obtain such proof either. 


Take No Risks 

The defense staff also assumes that no country would 
risk detection by storing equipment for radio intelli- 
gence, for example, on board the trucks. 


“ction of the Defense Staff 
foreign trucks, all of them 


In the report, the sec’ 
lists several observativ 
from East Bloc countries. 


¢ September 1981—Two trucks parked for 20 hours at 
the intersection of a radio relay route during a staff 
exercise. 

¢ August 1984—A man photographed the tarmac of an 
airport and then got into a truck. 

¢ November 1984—At a harbor, a foreign truck driver 
was observed parking the vehicle on the pier and 
disappearing into the darkness. After a while he 
returned with a man in a jogging suit, who had not 
been previously observed. The truck then drove away. 

¢ February 1986—For over an hour a truck followed a 
company exercising at an airfield. 

¢ February 1986—Two trucks stopped on a divided 
highway outside a regiment [post] and photographed 
the area. 

¢ April 1986—Because of its choice of route, a truck 
delivering peat litter came to a stop outside a tactical 
command facility. The same driver had previously 
made several deliveries to the same place without 
getting near the facility. 

¢ April 1986—In connection with a staff exercise, the 
delivery of peat litter to a farm in the vicinity of the 
exercise was begun. The second driver's clothing and 
behavior deviated from the normal. 

¢ May 1988—A truck drove around with a trailer but 
no load next to an ammunition dump. 


It is pointed out in the report, that several observations 
of wrong turns in the vicinity of military stores have 
been made. The defense forces have also received reports 
that TIR trucks have been parked by various total 
defense objects. 
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* First Successes Against Submarines Reported 


* System Begins To Function 
3650001 1a Stockholm MARIN NYTT in Swedish 
No 4, 1988 p 2 


[Text] The submarine incidents of the early summer 
turned out to be Sweden’s first successes in antisubma- 
rine warfare. The reconnoitering units were in the right 
place at the right time, and the naval units carried out the 
correct measures. After our intervention, the intruder 
retreated. Therefore, the goal was reached this time, that 
is to say, turning back violations of Swedish territory. 


In the debate it often appears as if our objective were to 
sink foreign submarines, for example, to hold up parts of 
foreign submarines in front of the cameras or parade 
foreign seamen before the press. That is not the actual 
objective. Instead, it is to see to it that our territory is not 
violated by a foreign power. 


Several different methods may be used in order for us to 
succeed in doing this. They may be of political or 
military nature, for instance. 


What the early summer showed was that the military 
defense efforts have begun to bear fruit. Why we were 
more successful than before is difficult to explain in 
detail. Many different measures played a part. 


Our intelligence service has become more effective. We 
thus have greater opportunities for being in the right 
place with our mobile units and for being correctly 
prepared where it is needed. 


Navy units have received better materiel for locating sub- 
marines and for use against submarines. Much is still 
lacking, such as the capability of being strong in more than 
one area at the same time. (For example, we could not do 
anything about the underwater activity taking place during 
the same time on the west coast.) The change since the early 
1980’s has been marked, nevertheless. 


Navy personnel have also—and that is the most impor- 
tant—begun to master the difficult skills which are 
connected with reconnaissance and armed intervention 
under water. 


We cannot now sit back and reiax with this. Our goal 
must be to put a stop to the military preparations in our 
territory. The opponent still has many different methods 
at his disposal, operationally, technically, and tactically. 
We must see to it that his risks become unacceptably 
great, even if he should alter his tactics. 


For our part, there is only one acceptable way to proceed: 
deliberately and persistently to continue our buildup of 
our ASW defenses and constantly to monitor our adap- 
tation to what is most expedient. If the picture of the 
violations changes, it is essential to meet this change in a 
flexible manner. The important thing for us is to create 
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the capability of seizing and keeping the initiative. We 
will have to live with the risk of being exposed to new 
submarine intrusions. We in the Navy have the unequiv- 
ocal task of doing all we can to prevent continued 
violations. And that is what we are doing. 


* ASW C Detailed 
3650001 1a Stockholm MARIN NYTT in Swedish 
No 4, 1988 p 3 


[Article by Wyn Enqvist] 


[Text] MARIN NYTT was present at the August review of 
the Coastal Fleet. This annually recurring review previously 
marked a turning point and a new training year with new 
chiefs and recruits. Today, now that we have a “Navy on the 
alert” with continuous activity, the difference is not notice- 
able in the same way. To those present who are preparing to 
leave the Coastal Fleet this review nevertheless becomes 
something special with fanfares, prayers, and the handing 
out of prizes and awards, as well as the final words by the 
Chief of the Coastal Fleet to those who are leaving their tour 
of duty with the Fleet. 


Cause and Effect 


Rear Adm Claes Tornberg’s final words during the 
review naturally centered around the reasons for the 
submarine incidents and the contributions of the anti- 
submarine force. 


He pointed out that the political map from the time 
before World War II has undergone major changes by 
now. Up to and including the 1970's the Nordic coun- 
tries were regarded as a flank in relation to Central 
Europe. The previous flank in the north has increasingly 
achieved the character of a front between the areas of 
interest of the major powers. The admiral described in 
detail the changes in our close-in territory, and stated, 
among other things, that Sweden has ended up in the 
middle of an increasingly important region strategically. 
He continued by describing the strategic gains which 
could be obtained by the parties in a conflict by domi- 
nating Scandinavia, and he described the increasing 
armament of the superpowers. He stated that Sweden's 
ability to stay out of a military confrontation in our part 
of the world affects the preconditions for preventing a 
confrontation from developing. 


Adm Tornberg also reminded the listeners that formerly we 
could count on the attacker having to carry out time 
consuming and revealing preparations before an attack on 
Sweden. Preparations for attack can now take place in a 
concealed manner, as well as with increased mobility and 
flexibility. “Our readiness is our Achilles heel,” Tornberg 
said. 


Airborne and naval forces are to be responsible for 
readiness before mobilization is complete. Within the 
Coastal Fleet a concentration on readiness has taken 
place, so that for example the transition from exercise to 
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live activity is carried out rapidly and smoothly. Mate- 
riel availability is high, but the number of units is too 
small. The number of ships has decreased so greatly that 
there are sufficient ships for only the Baltic. 


Good Trend 


The admiral described developments within the Coastal 
Fleet, and was able to state, among other things, that there is 
a trend of greater power among our naval forces. In recent 
years readiness has been at an all-time high since World War 
Il. The chief of the Coastal Fleet was able to state that a 
professional capability to act in submarine force strength 
has gradually been built up. If it hadn't been for the 
functional and numerical gaps, the chances for complete 
success would have been significantly greater. 


“The question of whether we have political restrictions or 
not, and whether we are prepared to strike with all the 
strength we possess, should have received a clear, tangible 
answer during the submarine incidents outside Havringe.” 


According to Tornberg’s evaluation, the opponent will 
continue his activity but make a tactical adjustment, 
now that he has understood that we have achieved a 
breakthrough in our capability. 


In Tornberg’s opinion, the naval forces have made a very 
significant contribution on the way toward again becom- 
ing masters in their own house. He concluded by saying: 
“This has taken place because of a fine, vigorous men- 
tality in the units and great personal sacrifices in many 
places. Thank you for a fine effort.” 


* Submarines Turned Away 
3650001 1a Stockholm MARIN NYTT in Swedish 
No 4, 1988 pp 4-5 


[Open excerpt from the secret report on ASW activity in 
Havringe Bay during May-June 1988 from the chief of 
the Coastal Fleet to the Supreme Commander] 


[Text] During the spring and early summer of 1988, 
long-range exercises were being conducted with the main 
part of the surface ships of the Coastal Fleet. The 
exercises were located in the archipelago region outside 
Stockholm. Various ships as well as our own submarines 
took part in the exercises. During these exercises Swed- 
ish submarine crews had contact with foreign subma- 
rines in Swedish territory. 


In connection with the exercises, our minesweeping 
crews detected bottom tracks far inside the archipelago. 
The tracks were relatively fresh and were judged to 
originate from foreign underwater activity. 


The military commander of the Eastern Military District 
decided to increase intelligence gathering and monitor- 
ing of the area in parallel with the continued exercise of 
the Coastal Fleet. 
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The chief of the Coastal Fleet reported that the subma- 
rine force was prepared for live submarine hunting at the 
same time as the continued exercise. 


The submarine force was assigned to the Chief of the 
East Coast Naval Base as a subordinate unit regarding 
ASW. The mobile command group from the Coastal 
Fleet staff, as well as the unit staffs of the ASW force, 
reinforced the naval base command. 


Tactical Planning 


At sea, the tactical commander (TAL) made alternative 
plans for tactical utilization of coastal corvettes, mines- 
weeping ships, patrol boats and other units of the force. 
The units were gathered for strength and grouped. 


The chief of the naval base aimed the activity of our own 
submarines toward certain reconnaissance areas. 


Intelligence flowed in and early one morning TAL 
ordered the ASW force to enter an alternative reconnais- 
sance area in Havringe Bay. The search was now intense 
and firing without previous warning was in effect in the 
territorial waters. 


After about an hour of reconnaissance, one of the ships 
in the force made a contact. The echo was distinct and 
stationary. The size of the target was determined and the 
echo was classified as a “possible submarine.” 


Upon orders from TAL to attack, patrol boats were 
guided toward the contact. 


The patrol boat chiefs followed their tactical instructions, 
and the patrol boats rushed at top speed in formation 
toward the indicated position. The crews readied the ASW 
rocket and the depth ranges of the depth charges were 
adjusted. The minutes seemed to pass slowly to the attack- 
ing crews. Would the echo be lost before the planned attack? 
But the contact was still distinct. 


The patrol boats fired their ASW rockets and the salvo 
was judged to be satisfactory. The attack continued and 
depth charges were also released. The detonations 


appeared to lie well over the target. 


The attack was over and contact was lost in the disturbed 
water. The search resumed in the area as soon as it was 


possible. 
Large Air Boil-Up 


A quarter of an hour after the last depth charge was 
dropped, a large water boil-up was discovered 100 
meters away by a helicopter and a ship. From the 
helicopter, which flew in over the boil-up, the crew could 
determine that the water in the boil-up was crystal clear. 


Renewed search for the lost echo continued without 
obtaining renewed contact. 
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Later during the day the crew of a coastal corvette 
discovered distinct bottom tracks and depth charge 
craters in the vicinity of the area of attack. 


Subsequent analyses showed that the tracks could not be 
explained in any way other than that they came from a 
foreign submarine. 


The submarine hunt cuntinued with waiting, reconnais- 
sance, and rapid courses of events during attack. 


TAL realigned parts of the force further into Havringe 
Bay. Reconnaissance continued, now also inside the base 
line, far into the archipelago. 


A sonobuoy group was located in a reconnaissance area 
where our minesweeping ships had previously conducted 
route penetration. (During this work a wreck and a 
Volkswagen were discovered. These finds were marked 
on the submarine chart for future activity in the area. 
The water conditions in the area were favorable for 
submarine hunting.) The buoy group in the area sensed a 
deviating sound which was classified a “possibl- ~ ‘»ma- 
rine.” The report was given to TAL. 


TAL made the decision to move active units to the spot, 
despite the long distance to go. TAL based his decision 
on, among other things, that the minisub commander 
might not have discovered our passive reconnaissance 
and therefore lingered in the area. 


The minesweeper that arrived on the spot had to take 
over marine chart deduction. 


New Sonar Contact 


After initiating reconnaissance, the officers on guard aboard 
the minewsweeper’s bridge saw wave movements and, 10 
minutes later, air bubbles straight ahead. At the same time 
the sonar operator on board made sonar contact. 


The report “possible submarine” went out to the patrol 
boats. The echo was very distinct and the ship's com- 
mander later changed the classification to “submarine.” 


The ship's commander ordered the crew to attack with 
M/83 (ELMA) antisubmarine rockets. The salvo was 
judged to be well placed. 


Five minutes later the minesweeper’s crew guided the 
nearest patrol boat in for depth charge deployment. The 
depth charge launch was judged to be well placed. 


When the water was agitated by the depth charge deto- 
nations, the echo was lost. 


A follow-up search was initiated but gave no result. It 
was concluded that there was no rock formation, no 
wreck and no car in this place. The echo was lost. 
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During a later examination, tracks were discovered on 
the spot of the attack. 


A Third Armed Intervention 


That same day, in the afternoon, the third and last armed 
intervention took place which was carried out by the 
ASW force during the “Havringe Bay Action.” 


The prelude to the attack was that a submarine-hunting 
helicopter was reconnoitering in the territorial sea in an 
assigned area. The crew was soon going to break for 
refuelling, when the sonar operator got an echo classified 
as “possible submarine.” The helicopter pilot asked for 
help from another unit for further evaluation of the echo. 
TAL judged that this was not possible because of time 
constraints, and ordered an attack. 


The operator of the helicopter guided a nearby patrol 
boat to the spot for armed intervention with rockets and 
depth charges. The helicopter’s crew had to break off 
contact immediately after the attack due to a lack of fuel 
and flew away. It could not reach the planned base, but 
had to land in the first suitable location. 


Later, a minesweeper arrived at the place of attack. Its 
follow-up sea >: early on gave the classification that the 
helicopter’s contact had been a bottom echo from a rock 
formation. This follow-up examination clearly shows that 
the previous actions had in fact taken place against mobile 
targets, which acted intelligently and left bottom tracks. 


Foreign submarines had been in the area. 
* Defense Consensus Breaking Down Over Funding 


* Liberal MP Objects 
36500014 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
13 Oct 88 p 2 


[Guest commentary by Kerstin Ekman, Liberal Party 
member of the Defense Committee: “No Agreement on 
Defense”) 


[Text] The desire of the Moderate and Center Party 
members for a new defense debate and an earlier defense 
agreement are quite surprising. There is no reason now 
to examine the security policy requirements and the 
defense policy. On the other hand, it is now clear that 
defense needs more money. 


We have now been able to study the supreme command- 
er’s answer to the questions put by the Riksdag in the 
spring of 1987 concerning the Army’s future. 


The supreme commander has chosen to present his position 
in a program plan for the period 1989-92. Soon his view of 
the future will appear in a perspective plan called Future 
Directions 2000. The program plan is a sequel to the 1987 
defense t. The perspective plan will form the first 
basis for the 1992 defense agreement. 
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The parliamentary committee established last summer 
will now examine the program plan and its proposals and 
consequences. A proposal for a new Army organization 
can then be discussed during the spring Riksdag session. 


The time allotted for consideration may seem short, but 
thes is because the supreme commander wrote that rapid 
consideration and decision is necessary. He writes that 
“if the directions in the 1987 defense agreement on 
preparedness are to be followed, among other things in 
the demand for immediate combat effectiveness in 
mobilization, then an immediate decision is necessary 
on the cadre and training system suggested.” 


What, however, does give concern is that the committee 
is bound to the economic framework set in the 1987 
defense agreement. 


The supreme commander has also presented a very 
serious economic message, which has been received 
differently by the parties that cooperated in the 1984 
defense debate and the 1987 defense agreement. 


We in the Liberal Party have decided that deficiencies in 
defense are significantly more serious than what any 
group has previously recoinmended or any Riksdag 
party has had occasion to believe. Of course this must 
give cause for consideration. On the other hand we do 
not see that this alters the security and defense policy 
basis for the defense decision taken in 1987. 


At the moment, the Social Democrats seem to have 
become tongue-tied. The Center and Moderate party 
members have stressed the need for a new and early 


defense agreement. 


A defense agreement entails setting Swedish security policy 
for the period covered by the agreement and setting defense 
policy on the basis of the security policy. We must also set 
the economic framework that will apply. 


In the 1984 defense committee there was complete agree- 
ment among the four participating parties on the direction 
of our security policy. This was a unity that in itself was 
worthwhile and important. There were some differences on 
defense policy, but they were basically smail. In working for 
greater monetary allocations, the Moderates, and to a cer- 
tain extent the Center Party members, wanted to provide for 
some increase in the purchase of materiel. The demand for 
an increase of monetary allotment was ambitious. One had 
not provided for any larger amount than what went into the 


agreement. 


One had not, therefore, provided for the needs reported last 
spring, nor for the almost 20 billion that the supreme 
commander now says is necessary. By the way, the Supreme 
Commander's report clearly shows that the inadequacy has 
nothing to do with the latest defense agreement. 








have made 
progress. At any rate, events have not made Sweden nm 
agreed upon their position and judgments. 


this question is that we have received more information 
about the Army's development. This is completely in 
line with what the Riksdag asked for and will, therefore, 


In the opinion of the Liberal Party, therefore, everything 
speaks for an essential execution of the 1987 defense agree- 
ment. No other recommendation was made by the supreme 
commander. What is now necessary is for the parliamentary 
committee to do its work quickly and effectively. 


On the other hand it is clear that the supreme commander 
has said in his program plan and in his position on the 
armed forces agreement of 1988 that more money is neces- 
sary. That part of the committee's directive that states that 
the proposal can only be based on the economic level! 
established in the defense agreement must be reconsidered. 


The clearly documented request from the supreme com- 
mander that an agreement be made right away can be 
fulfilled by the committee's report, which can be the 
basis for an agrement that can be made in the Riksdag in 
the spring of 1989. 


It is now important to give the Armed Forces the time 
and the stability required to implement the large number 
of reforms and improvements that obviously are neces- 
sary, steps the supreme commander has wanted to take. 


The organization will not be served by a renewed anal- 
ysis of the security and defense policy base. Such an 
action would only produce a new uncertainty and delay. 
Nor has the supreme commander asked for such an 
analysis. Such a task should only be begun if it should 
prove necessary to make basic changes in the defense 
policy arrangements of the 1987 defense agreement. 
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* Minimum Needs Listed 
36500014 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
15 Oct 88 p 7 


[Article by Anders Ohman: “At Least a Billion Immedi- 
ai: Increase”} 


[Text] In order to maintain combat effectiveness and 
defense capacity in a reduced organization we need an 
Army of at least 21 brigades, an Air Force with a good 
300 jet aircraft and a Navy with 60 vessels, 15 subma- 
rines, and some 30 fixed and mobile coast artillery units. 


To accomplish this, the Armed Forces must receive a 
rapid increase in the economic framework of 1-1.5 
billion kronor a year and afterwards a real growth of at 
least 3 percent during the 1990's. 


Today the Armed Forces cost about 27 billion kronor. 


If defense does not get more money, Supreme Com- 
mander Bengt Gustafsson asks for a reconsideration of 
the operational principles of defense. The number of 
Army brigades are declining so much that an attack 
cannot be met in two directions. 


If the requirement for general military service is to 
remain at the present economic level, parts of the 
defense industry must be eliminated. 


It was a grim and resolute supreme commander who 
presented the final report Friday on his opinion of the 
defense crisis in the perspective plan, “FMI 2000.” More 
money and a real growth of 3 percent are necessary if 
every 5 years the Armed Forces do not have to give up 
brigades, regiments, ship units, coast artillery regiments, 
air divisions Or wings. 


Cut in Half 


“History has now taught us that within the present price 
regulating system we must cut Armed Forces in half 
every 30 years. Sooner or later this must lead to a 
resetting of priorities of what we are to do,” the supreme 
commander said. 


The supreme commander was disappointed in the 
debate that followed after the defense agreement of 
1988, which dealt more with which regiments should be 
disbanded than the needs considering the military threat 
against Sweden. In rapid overhead projections he 
showed what the forces defense plan must be in order to 
meet in a war in Europe. 


The supreme commander's message was unmistakable. 
A picture emerged of a little, oblong country in the North 
that has been reducing its Armed Forces since the 1970's 
while the great power blocks of NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact have been increasing their war capacities. 
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Great Powers Increase 


While alliance-free Sweden cut its fleet and Air Force in 
half and now is about to reduce its Army by a third, the 
great powers maintained the number of units and 
canes dle Gai. Their Air Forces have increased 
markedly. Today, the Warsaw Pact can send 400-900 
aircraft and NATO 300-700 aircraft against Sweden. 


The Soviet Union's armament of the base at Murmansk 
has increased the naval presence in the Norwegian Sea. 
Norway and Denmark both have their American naval 
units present in advance. 


Both super powers have highly mechanized airborne 
troop-landing units. At sea, amphibious forces are in 
operation to defend against an attack on Oresund if war 
should break out. 


“If tension increases in Europe with the danger of war, 
we must be able to defend from all directions,” the 
supreme commander said. 


If a naval unit assembles on the northern Norwegian 
coast, Swedish Army units must assemble at the border 
in Jamtland. Air space will become particularly impor- 
tant for both super powers. Therefore, the whole country 
must be defended. 


Retain Army 


“Considering the great power blocks’ increased ability to 
act in the Nordic area with military forces, we must, in 
accordance with the operative direction in the 1987 
defense agreement, retain the Army we have today and 
increase somewhat the number of sea and air forces.” 


The supreme commander's defense package to the poli- 
ticians contains, compared to the 1987 defense agree- 
ment, a decrease in the number of combat forces. The 
number of brigades is decreased from 29 to 21. But for 
those remaining to maintain combat effectiveness, 1.5 
billion kronor is immediately necessary and afterwards a 
yearly growth of three percent. 


The supreme commander will use the “immediate” 
increase of 1.5 billion kronor a year for training con- 
scripts and purchasing new materiel. 


Supreme Commander Bengt Gustafsson thinks he has 
described the defense reality to the politicians as correctly as 
possible. He criticized himself by saying that up to now 
defense has not been sufficiently clear with its warning 
signals. But now it is a question of selecting the path the 
country must move along well into the next century. 


“| do not pretend to have any further hope than just to 
describe reality. The politicians will decide about ambi- 
tions in security and defense policy. I can-only present 
my arguments,” the supreme commander said. 
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The new element in the supreme commander's planning 
is that he has weighed in advance in the effects of the 
price regulation system instead of afterwards. This is a 
realistic way to plan. 


Therefore it is “a shock that we need 20 billion in 10 years.” 


The supreme commander touched upon the disarma- 
ment efforts in the wake of the INF agreement, which 
contains a scrapping of certain older middle distance 
nuclear weapons. A reduction of conventional forces 
takes time and requires control. 


“The East wants the West to remove ships and aircraft. 
The West wants the East to remove tanks and artillery 
pieces. How long will it take before they can exchange 
the one for the other? Is it certain that a withdrawal of 
tank forces from East Germany to the Baltic military 
area will reduce the possible use of force in Scandina- 
via?” These were some of the questions the supreme 
commander asked but could not get answered. 


Hardly Reach Balance 
It is hard to discern the disarmament or the withdrawal. 


“The INF agreemer: was positive, because it began a 
dialogue. But how has the removal of strategic nuclear 
weapons in Europe affected the situation for Scandina- 
via as far as sea or airborne forces are concerned? This is 
worth discussing. For me the decisive thing is that the 
Armed Forces face a worse threat today than we did in 
1970. The super powers have increased their ability to 
act in Scandinavia and they can disarm a good bit before 
we regain the balance we had just 20 years ago,” the 
supreme commander said. 


Program plan, perspective plan, defense agreement, 
armed forces analysis—it is not easy to keep up with all 
the proposals and studies concerning defense. 


DAGENS NYHETER will try to clear up the concept. 
The defense aim involves an unfolding planning system 
on various levels. Every 5 years the Riksdag agrees upon 
the economic framework and direction for the next 5 
years. Such a “defense agreement” was made last year by 
the Riksdag for the 5 years up to 1992. 


The last defense agreement did not include the Army 
Organization. The supreme commander's documenta- 
tion was deemed by the politicians to be insufficient, and 
the government asked Supreme Commander Bengt 
Gustafsson to evaluate defense development up to the 
turn of the century within an unchanged economic 
framework. The emphasis was to be placed un the Army. 


On 30 September the supreme commander presented his 
“logical analysis,” Armed Forces Analysis 88, in which the 
supreme commander found a continued cutback in defense. 
The Army had «< shrink by 30 percent into the 1990's if 
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more money was not forthcoming. A parliamentary com- 
mittee will take a position on the supreme commander's 


is to decide in 1989 on the Army's future organization. 


Simultaneously with the armed forces analysis, the 
supreme commander presented his “program plan” for 
the coming 3 years, 1989-92. Such a program 
plan, which deals with the direction of defense in the 
coming 3 years under a given economic framework, is 
presented every year by the supreme commander. 


How the supreme commander looks at the military 
defense development, need, and economy appears in his 
“FMI 2000,” Armed Force development toward the turn 
of the century, which he presented on Friday. It is a sort 
of supreme commander's “wish list” stating which 
resources defense needs up to 2000. 


* Paper Comments on Debate 
36500014 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
15 Oct 88 p 2 


[Editorial: “Insidious Dasarmament™] 


[Text] Before the defense agreement made by the Riks- 
dag last year, the then supreme commander, Lennart 
Ljung, requested a yearly real increase of 3 percent. The 
proposal was regarded by all political parties to be much 
too costly. A Riksdag majority of Social Democrats and 
Liberal Party members was satisfied with just half the 
increase for a 5 year period and could still regard the 
decision as a trend breaker. 


Now we all know better, since defense has been thrown 
into an acute economic crisis. The fault for this lies not 
so much in the defense agreement as in the insufficient 
support for the decision. If the then-supreme com- 
mander had been given the means, the increase in 
resources would have been used mainly for new materiel 
orders and the maintenance of too cumbersome an Army 
Organization. The Moderates’ appropriations demand 
was also coupled to a long wish list. But since the initial 
position in the Armed Forces was so much worse than 
what the supreme commander reported—and perhaps 
knew—all estimates became shaky. 


The situation was different when the present supreme 
commander, Bengt Gustafsson in his perspective plan, 
Armed Force Idea 2000, renewed his predecessor's 
request for 3 percent, together with a request for a 
further lump sum of 1.5 billion kronor per year from and 
including 1989. Now the most important thing is to 
fulfill the intentions behind last year’s defense agreement 
and to prevent a further weakening in relation to the 
surrounding world. During a large part of the 1990's, 
defense will in any case have to tighten its belt. 





NORDIC COUNTRIES 


It is worth noting that the supreme commander insists on 
his intention to eliminate part of the Army's peacetime 
units, even if his request is granted. On the other hand, he 
wants the extra money to be able to carry out the military 
maneuvers which are necessary for the conscripts’ effective- 


But after another urgent defense effort, it is reasonable to 


Whether a new defense agreement should be made by the 
Ri in 1992—or somewhat earlier—is not much for 
the politicians or the various parties to fight 
about. On the other hand, it is important that the 
parliamentary defense “ommittee’s work toward a 
defense agreement will vegin next year. Whether the 
supreme commander this time will get a reasonable 
hearing from politicians who are pressed by demands for 
resources from so many other areas, is something that 
needs time for consideration. 


Inevitably the supreme commander's request should get 
a very definite priority over other items. Three percent 
real growth is more than we can estimate for an increase 
in total production; therefore defense would in this case 
take up a larger part of the GNP. It will be hard to get 
sympathy for such a demand when the atmosphere in 
world politics is characterized by a relaxation of tension. 


Against such objections it can be said that the Soviet 
Union in the 1970's and the NATO countries in the 
1980's already carried out a significant armament 
increase, while Sweden, in relative terms, disarmed. Our 
neighboring countries, Norway and Finland, have in 
recent years been able to significantly increase their 
defense efforts, just so they would not lose strength. In 
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relation to the security of the North, it is becoming 
increasingly inevitable that there will be a similar Swed- 
ish effort, even if the supreme commander is forced to 
haggle over the percentage. 


* VPK Gains Voices 
36500014 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
25 Oct 88 p 12 


[Article by Sven Svensson: “VPK’s Voice More Important”) 


[Text] “We want a strong border defense that will 
maintain the Swedish policy of neutrality,” VPK Chair- 
man Lars Werner said on the eve of the coming restruc- 
turing of the Swedish Armed Forces. 


The VPK can have a key role in Swedish defense policy, 
siace it became quite clear on Tuesday that the Liberal 
Party is abandoning the present analysis. 


The situation can become acute as early as 1989, when 
the Riksdag will most probably have to make a decision 
on the elimination of at least four regiments. The VPK is 
likely to get the blame for this, even if the party abstains 
from voting in the decisive Riksdag vote. Public opinion 
makes it difficult even for the environmental party to 
support the death of the regiments. 


Liberal Party Chairman Bengt Westerberg reported on 
Tuesday to his Riksdag group on Monday’s defense 
considerations. 


‘Not Meaningful’ 


The Government's reply was clear: there v ill be no extra 
money for defense, and, therefore, it is not :neaningful to 
continue the work in the government committee, which 
has the task of reviewing the Army’s structure before the 
decision on the elimination of the regiments. 


Bengt Westerberg is expected to send a letter on Wednes- 
day to Defense Minister Roine Carlsson stating this. 


Center Party Chairman Olof Johansson has, in principle, 
the same opinion as Westerberg but is waiting for the 
government meeting Thursday. 


The Government can, therefore, present its proposals to 
the Riksdag completely on its own, and then we will see 
what happens during the committee’s deliberations. 


Throughout the political negotiations, the VPK has 
begun eagerly to study the defense question, because the 
party has great knowledge gaps. The party leadership has 
a discussion on Tuesday, and a special working group 
will be set up under the leadership of Jan Jennehag, who 
is the VPK’s representative in the defense committee. 
Even the former VPK Riksdag member and former 
professional soldier and noncommissioned officer, Osw- 
aid Soderqvist, will belong to the group. 
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VPK Chairman Lars Werner says that it has been a long 
time since the VPK has demanded unilateral Swedish 
disarmament. The last struggle was fought out at the 


1967 party congress. 


“Now we in the VPK are in agreement that Sweden 
needs a strong border defense to maintain the credibility 
of the Swedish neutrality policy. Above all we want a 
stronger defense in depth,” Werner said. 


“If an enemy penetrates into the country, we must have 
the possibility of combatting him. We will also stand up 
for the conscript armed forces,” the VPK leader said. 


Werner is doubtful about the proposal for a duty period 
of 2 and months for certain categories of conscripts, 
but he does not oppose an experiment. 


* ‘Combat Vehicle 90’ on Track Despite Cuts 
3650001 1d Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
21 Oct 88 p 19 


[Article by Anders Ohman: ““Army’s JAS’ Shown for the 
First Time”) 


[Text] “Combat Vehicle 90,” or the “Wolf,” is the name 
of the Army’s new weapon, which in the 1990's will 
reinforce the Armed Forces in Upper Norrland, one of 
the most important strategic targets in Sweden. 


In the supreme commander's operational planning for 
the 1990's, a mechanized brigade (about 5,000 soldiers) 
will be added to upper Norrland, in addition to the five 
modern infantry brigades. The defense of upper Norr- 
land will not be weakened if Parliament decides to cut 
back the Army by 30 percent, according to the supreme 
commander’s risk alternative. 


The Army's acute economic crisis, with a shortfall of 1.5 
billion kronor, has not altered the attitude of the Army 
leadership toward the billion-kronor investment of 
“Combat Vehicle 90,” which in defense circles is called the 
“Army's JAS.” According to plans, 400 vehicles costing 
about 10 million each will be acquired for the 2000's. 


Meet Invasion 


“We have secured a new combat vehicle at all levels of 
planning. This is needed in order to be able to meet the 
threat of a border invasion, particularly in upper Norrland,” 
the inspector of the armored troops, Col Hakan Waernulf, 
of the Army Staff tells DAGENS NYHETER. 


in “1s 1989-92 program plan, Supreme Commander Bengt 
Gustafsson says that there will be competence and develop- 
ment of combat vehicles a bit into the 1990's. One of the 
Army’s major issues in the next defense decision is to 
develop or purchase a new tank, but no funds have been 
earmarked for that. Tanks and combat vehicles are two 
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different projects. “Combat Vehicle 90” is a development of 
the lightly armored vehicle. In combat, the “Wolf” cannot 
compare with a modern-type tank. 


Today, Friday, a complete combat vehicle is being 
demonstrated for the first time. This takes place at 
Bofors’ firing range in Kariskoga. The Defense Materiel 

(FMV) receives the vehicle from HB Utveckling 
AB (which is backed by Hagglunds and Bofors). They 
have developed the prototype. Development will con- 
tinue until 1990, when the Army will make a final 
decision concerning quality and quantity. 


Irregular Terrain 


The new combat vehicle must be seen against the mili- 
tary demands for “increased mechanization” of Army 
brigades, whose task in war is to stop and defeat attack- 
ing units. The mechanized brigade is intended for com- 
bat in irregular terrain and may include tanks, light tanks 
for infantry support and lightly armored vehicles. 


The brigade also includes an armored antitank company 
equipped with the TOW 55 missile, and the brigade 
artillery is equipped with Field Howitzer 77, popularly 
called the “India cannon.” 


The military also believes that the threat has increased 
during the 1980’s. The number of combat forces in the 
vicinity of Sweden has not grown, but the quality has been 
raised. Rapid, surprise wartime operations with great fire 
power could be undertaken in order to reach certain targets 
rapidly. In the debate Supreme Commander Bengt Gustafs- 
son warns against such a “strategic attack” on Sweden. 


Today, the major powers are able to undertake a rapid 
aerial landing of advanced units with light armor. The 
development of fragmentation grenades from artillery, 
so-called multiple warheads, have imposed greater 
demands for antisplinter protection and the capability of 
effectively countering an aerial threat from attacking 
aircraft and helicopters. The fighting requires great 
mobility in roadless terrain. The mechanization is 
intended to improve this protective capability. 


20 Tons 


The new combat vehicle weighs 20 tons. Five different 
versions with varying armament are being discussed. 
The standard version will have a 40-mm cannon, while a 
lighter type will be armed with 20-mm caliber [cannons]. 
The self-propelled antiaircraft gun could have a 40-mm 
automatic cannon, and the armored self-propelled mor- 
tar has a 12-cm mortar. The two models, which have 
been developed so far, are the lightly armored vehicle G, 
the Pbv G, with a 40-mm automatic cannon, and the 
lightly armored vehicle L, Pbv L. 


The armored vehicle is propelled by an approximately 
350-hp truck engine with an automatic gearbox. Speed 
on the road is a maximum of about 70 km/h. The crew 
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consists of a section commander, a gunner, and a driver. 
They can engage in close-in combat from a hatch in the 
roof. The G version has an automatic aiming system for 
the turret and a calculator, laser range finder, and sight 
with image intensifier. There is heat on board the 
combat vehicle, and the crew will be able to survive for 
24 hours during biological warfare. The external air is 
purified through a filter and pumped into the vehicle 
with overpressure, so that gas will not leak in. 


* JAS Delay Worries Now Air Force Chief 
36500013c Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
8 Oct 88 p 11 


[Article by Bengt Falkkloo: “Lars-Erik Englund, New Air 
Force Chief: Concerned About JAS Delay”; first para- 
graph is DAGENS NYHETER introduction] 


[Text] His real name is Lars-Erik Englund, but he has 
dropped the double name since everybody just calls him 
Lasse. He is 54 years old, and his old classmates are not 
at all surprised that he has now become the chief of the 
Air Force. 


Lasse Englund was born in Orsa but grew up in Linkop- 
ing. As a teenager he became interested in flying, as did 
most of the other boys. But he realized his dreams, and 
is now the chief of an air force which he himself says is 


strong and good. 


When Lasse had been flying for several years he also 
began to think more seriously about the Armed Forces 
and a military career. From the beginning he was inter- 
ested only in the Air Force. 


Old friends from the military academy said even then 
that he would be a general and chief of the Air Force. 


“Oh, I have only done the job that I was given as well as 
I could,” he said. “Of course I tried to be number one, 
but | promise you that I never thought about the career 
or promotions.” 


He said that with a dialect that had a slight Norrbotten 
accent. He sounds like a genuine immigrant from that 
district, which indeed he is, as he has just come from the 
post of chief of the Upper Norrland Military District. 


Rapid Career 


He explains his dialect as a result of his military moves 
around Sweden. 


He settled in Boden after a record fast career, which 
included being promoted from an ordinary colonel to 
major general, bypassing one entire grade. 


A department head in the Ministry of Defense saic , “For 
us in the department it was clear that he would replace 
Sven-Olof Olson. He is the best.” 
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He has been in the new job for barely a week, and he 
seems rather well pleased: 


“We have a good Air Force, and I believe that we are 


fully capable of carrying out the tasks assigned to us by 
national authority. 


Ee ee eee eae 
peace and war.’ 


He said “good and effective,” but considers that the war 
Organization is at a minimum level. Naturally he would 


not object to having more money. 


Inspires Respect 


“During my years in Upper Norrland I observed that we 
actually inspire the respect abroad that is needed so that 
we can be a deterrent to war. We must recognize that 
there will be reductions and cutbacks. We are not alone 
in that, it is the same for all countries. 


“Just now the situation is stable here in the Nordic 
countries, but in a crisis situation both major powers are 
interested in using Swedish airspace. 


“It is cheaper for them both to fly directly over us than to fly 
around. And so we must have a strong Air Force to maintain 
our neutrality. We must protect ourselves,” he said. 


Even though General Lasse seems satisfied, he has one 
worry: the new JAS [multirole combat aircraft] Gripen, 
which is delayed. 


“We can stand one delay of a year, but no longer. JAS will 
replace the reconnaissance and attack Viggen at the end of 
the 90's. It can be a problem if this time is extended.” 


Expensive Delay 


“Delays can also make it more expensive. We have 
ordered 140 JAS Gripen at a fixed price. If there are 
delays the price will be higher for those that we ordered 
in the first round.” 


That is the major problem, and he mentioned one other, 
the training of the conscripts. 


“Here come the boys—they are clever, educated, ambi- 
tious, and hungry. And we do not have sufficient instruc- 
tors and personnel to train them and give them what they 
have a right to demand.” 


But like his predecessor he is proud to show foreign guests 
these sometimes long-haired conscripts out on a highway air 
strip as they prepare a Viggen for combat. Something that 
would be inconceivable in other countries. 
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No SAS Job 


“Lately our technicians are staying in, as well as the pilots. 
We no longer are seeing our expensively trained pilots 
taking jobs with SAS and the commercial aviation college.” 


As for himself, he has never had any thought of moving 
to any civilian company. 


And he will travel all around Sweden. Often and widely. 


“If I were the kind of a chief who sat at his desk and 
made wise decisions that would be no problem. But I 
must travel around and explain and defend the foolish 
decisions that are made.” 


* Security Expert Warns on Defense Cuts 
36500013d Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
27 Oct 88 p 12 


[Article by Anders Ohman: “Security Policy Researcher 
Agrees With OB: Threshold of Pain Has Been Reached 
for Armed Forces”; first paragraph is DAGENS 
NYHETER introduction] 


[Text] “Sweden must change its security policy “body 
language’ following the OB’s [Supreme Commander of 
the Swedish Armed Forces] alarming report on the crisis 
in the Armed Forces. Take care of our own defenses 
instead of having views about the actions of other 
countries. Then other countries can have confidence in 
Sweden's neutrality and freedom from alliances.” 


Those are the words of Assistant Professor Ingemar Dorfer, 
security policy researcher and chief of the international 
program at FOA [National Defense Research Institute]. OB 
Bengt Gustafsson’s alarming report about the Swedish 
Armed Forces has confirmed the signals that he has been 
warning about for 10 years. In 20 years the Air Force and the 
Navy have been halved and the Army must be cut by 30 
percent if more money is not made available. The founda- 
tions of the Armed Forces, conscription and the defense 
industry, are threatened according to the OB final report 
FMI 2000 (FMI = The Idea of Defense) which describes the 
development of the Armed Forces at various economic 
levels until the turn of the century. 


“The OB speaks with exhilarating clarity, free from airy 
planning terms,” said Ingemar Dorfer. 


Threshold of Pain 


He agrees with the OB that Sweden now stands at a 
crossroads. Supply the Armed Forces quickly with 1.5 
billion and 2- to 3-percent real growth until the turn of 
the century, and a slimmed-down but effective defense 
can be credible in the eyes of the outside world. 


Norway and Finland have already invested more for 
their defense. NATO member Canada is facing a deci- 
sion On a 2 percent increase in defense appropriations. If 
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the OB does not get more money, and the politicians 
reconsider the defense policy goals, and then further cut 
back the Armed Forces, Sweden will run the risk of 
having the same credibility problems as neutral Austria. 


“The threshold of pain has been reached. If Swedish 
disarmament continues we can become like Austria. The 
country has great charm, but its defenses are a joke, and 
everybody knows it,” said Dorfer. 


Other countries are now waiting anxiously for the polit- 
ical reaction to the OB’s alarming report. Security policy 
credibility abroad affects Sweden’s opportunities to take 
advantage of high technology to develop modern weap- 
ons. For example the new JAS [multirole combat air- 
craft] contains 30-percent technology from the West, 
while the Viggen aircraft contained 20 percent. If confi- 
dence in us declines it can be more difficult for Sweden 
to buy technology in the West. 


Finnish Example 


Dorfer believes that a new “body language” in Swedish 
security policy should include more realistic and less ideal- 
istic signals. Sometimes Sweden apologizes for existing. 


A terrible example of this was the national report on the 
laws of war, which created the impression abroad that 
Sweden was preparing itself for occupation by a foreign 
power. Such things must be removed from the debate, 
like saying that Swedish strengthening of its defenses 
would be seen by the outside world as provocative. 


“We must look after our own house,” said Dorfer, and 
mentioned Finland as an example. National defense is 
taken seriously there. The VSP agreement, the, friend- 
ship, cooperation, and mutual asssistance pact with the 
Soviet Union, has not changed the Finnish basic opin- 
ion—if you attack us we will fight and defend ourselves. 


It was in the 1970’s that Sweden’s security policy “body 
language” became difficult to explain in the West. West 
German Chancellor Willy Brandt's policy toward the 
East created an impression in Sweden that “peace has 
broken out.” The 1972 defense decision started isolated 
Sweden's disarming, at the same time as the rest of the 
world was rearming. Air power increased within NATO 
and the Warsaw Pact. The Soviet Union built its naval 
base on the Kola Peninsula. 


Sweden’s security policy credibility received a serious 
setback when the Soviet submarine U-137 ran aground 
in Gasfjard in the Karlskrona archipelago in October 
1981. During the 1980's submarine violations contin- 
ued, and in two cases the Soviet Union has been desig- 
nated as the violating nation. 
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“We realized with ‘Whisky on the Rocks’ that there was 
no clear security policy foundation. Sweden had its own 
problems at the same time as we were concentrating on 
the problems of others.” 


Closer to Europe 


Ingemar Dorfer belongs to the school of United States’ 
security policy advisor Henry Kissinger. In his critical 
view of the Swedish defense posture he includes nuclear 
weapons and Europe toward the turn of the century. In 
his demand for a change in “body language” he insists 
that the Swedish debate must be conducted in European 
terms, especially when dealing with nuclear weapons, 
which will not be abolished in Europe in this century. 


In the wake of the INF Treaty the removal of medium 
range nuclear weapons from Europe gives him a pessi- 
mistic view of European security. The Swedish security 
policy dilemma can be that the old “contract” from 
1949, when Sweden chose not to become a member of 
NATO but at the same time to invest in a strong defense, 
is being resolved. The INF agreement can pave the way 
for the withdrawal of United States nuclear weapons 
from Europe, and the deterrent effect is disappearing. 
Must Europe develop its own strategic nuclear weapon 
force if conventional rearmament in the wake of the INF 
agreement becomes too expensive? 


Ingemar Dorfer has stubbornly adhered to the concept 
“extended deterrent” in the Swedish debate, which 
builds on the theory that Sweden, despite its not having 
nuclear weapons, indirectly depends on the United 
States nuclear umbrella. 


Deterrence 


Opposed to this viev’ is a growing suspicion by politi- 
cians and the military about the ability of nuclear 
weapons to deter. All nuclear weapons, even those which 
are intended for own defense, are seen more as a threat 
than as protection, said Prime Minister Torbjorn Falldin 
in 1982. Prime Minister Olof Palme said in June 1985 
that “the doctrine of deterrence is associated with a 
weapons development of enormous proportions” and 
welcomed the debate about deficiencies in that doctrine. 


Ingemar Dorfer believes in the continuing deterrent 
effect of nuclear weapons in Europe, where nations 
cannot imagine the idea of a conventional war. He 
rejects the demand for a nuclear-weapons-free zone in 
the Nordic area, a further example of strange Swedish 
“body language”’ that can irritate. 


“To nag about this nuclear-weapons-free zone is regarded as 
interference in the West. Such a zone would mean that 
Norway and Denmark would have to leave NATO, and our 
freedom from alliances depends on NATO hanging 
together. We cannot be alliance-free between the Soviet 
Union and Denmark,” said Ingemar Dorfer. 
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Daily Reports Palestinian Threat Over ‘Persecution’ 
NC08 12114388 Nicosia O AGON in Greek 8 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] A Palestinian organization has indirectly threat- 
ened to take measures against Cyprus “if the Cypriot 
police efforts to chase Palestinians out of Cyprus con- 
tinue.” A representative of the “Palestinian Liberation 
Movement” [as published] yesterday called our director 
Nikos Koshis and told him, verbatim: “On 5 December 
Cypriot police arrested, Qasim Mu’in Anwar Matti 
{name as published], one of our movement's main lead- 
ers. Without any evidence, they charged him with the 
theft of forged dollars. The charge is false. Your police 
are trying to have Palestinians chased out of Cyprus. We 
have not acted so far, but after the latest plot against 
Matti, we will take strong action. We demand the imme- 
diate release of Matti, and the immediate termination of 
the persecution of Palestinians, otherwise we will start to 
defend ourselves. And we know very well how to do it. 
Revolution until Victory.” 


Welcomes Gorbachev Reduction Plans 
NC0812183088 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] The Cyprus Government has welcomed the deci- 
sions announced by Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 
from the forum of the UN General Assembly. In a 
statement, the government spokesman stressed that the 
unilateral decision by the Soviet Union to reduce its 
Armed Forces by 500,000 men and to effect drastic cuts 
in conventional weapons constitutes a substantive con- 
tribution to the general issue of terminating the arms 
race. 


The spokesman also said in his statement that the 
government appreciates as a positive contribution to the 
restoration of peace in Afghanistan the Soviet leader's 

to adopt specific measures toward a cease-fire 
as of | January and to convene an international confer- 
ence on the neutrality and demilitarization of Afghani- 
stan. 


UN Offficial Camillion on Intercommuna! Talks 
NC0812185088 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] President Yeoryios Vasiliou received Oscar Cami- 
lion, the UN secretary general’s special envoy in Cyprus, 
this afternoon. During the meeting, Camilion briefed 
President Vasiliou on his contacts in Ankara and Athens 
on the Cyprus issue. 


In a statement to our station, Camilion disclosed that 
both the Greek and Turkish Governments support the 
procedure of talks and believe that the achievement of an 
agreement, although difficult, is possible. Camilion also 
noted that, following the Perez de Cuellar-Vasiliou- 
Denktas meeting in New York last month, he was 
delegated by the UN secretary general to visit Athens 
and Ankara to brief the two governments and establish 
their stance in view of the new round of talks. Camilion 
added: It was necessary at this stage to make an evalua- 
tion of the procedure of the talkswith the two govern- 
ments and to draw my conclusions. I have established 
that they are very interested in the progress of talks and 
sincerely support the procedure. 


Responding to a question if he had asked for anything 
and if he had secured any commitments, Camilion said 
no. He said: The whole idea was that I should be briefed 
on any anxieties and suggestions of the two governments. 
Asked if he discerned any change in stance, Camilion 
said that he discerned only some indicatiaons of flexibil- 
ity. Replying to a question on how there could be a 
disengagement from positions, as the UN secretary gen- 
eral had requested, when those are based on the UN 
Charter and resolutions, Camillion said: Certainly all of 
the principles of the UN Charter and resolutions are 
included in our goals during the talks. However, the way 
in which they are to be realized should be subject to 
negotiation. He also expressed the hope that a basis for 
substantive negotiations will have been achieved by 
March, when a new meeting will be held in New York to 
review the dialogue. 
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Kostopoulos Denies U.S. Linking Rashid, Bases 
NC08 12152588 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1300 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Government spokesman Sotirios Kostopoulos, 
responding to journalists’ questions, stated among other 
things that the U.S. side has in no way connected the case 
of Palestinian Muhammad Rashid with the case of the 
other Palestinian, Usamah Abd’ al-Zumar, nor has it 
connected the outcome of the Rashid case with the 
discussions over the question of the bases or with the 
outcome of the Koskotas case, which has been pending 
in U.S. courts. Kostopoulos concluded: Therefore, all the 
reports carried by a number of papers about bargaining 
are untrue and have nothing to do with reality. 


Rotis, U.S. Attorney General Meet 
NC6912163588 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
9 Dec 88 p 4 


[Text] Justice Minister Vassos Rotis yesterday met with 
his U.S. counterpart Richard Thornburgh who was 
accompanied by U.S. Ambassador to Athens Robert 
Keeley. 


Thornburgh said that the United States Government was 
concerned about the safety of American citizens living 
abroad. 


Rotis replied that the Greek Government has repeatedly 
stressed its opposition to any form of terrorism and 
added that this policy was unshakeable. 


Thornburgh then mentioned the case of Palestinian 
guerrilla Muhammad Rashid whose extradition is 
requested by the United States. 
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The Greek minister said that the extradition application 
is pending at the Greek Supreme Court and said that he 
is awaiting its verdict. 


Thornburgh said that he will be returning to the United 
States with good memories of the country which gave 
birth to democracy and said he hoped the two sides 
would agree and would unite their resolution to stamp 
out terrorism. 


Welcomes Gorbachev's Proposals 
NC0812152088 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1300 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Referring to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's 
proposals made yesterday before the UN General 
Assembly on the unilateral reduction in Soviet military 
forces in Eastern European countries, Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou made the following statement: 


The Greek Government, guided by its standing policy on 
peace and disarmament, lauds every initiative in this 
direction. This is not the first time that the Soviet Union 
and its leader Mikhail Gorbachev have undertaken 
important initiatives and put forward positive proposals 
in the field of detente and disarmament. Our govern- 
ment has repeatedly expressed its satisfaction over these 
initiatives within the framework of the initiative of the 
Six. Thus, once again Gorbachev's new initiative for the 
reduction of Soviet troops in East Europe is obviously 
favorably received. Moreover, it is of particular impor- 
tance for our continent where the problem of conven- 
tional forces is being raised more and more intensively, 
along with the broader goal of denuclearization and 
security. 
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Officials Send Condolence Messages to USSR 
TA08 12175588 Ankara Domestic Service 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] In a message sent to Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, President Kenan Evren has expressed his 
sympathy to the victims of the earthquake, which has 
caused great loss of life and property. The message says: 
On behalf of the Turkish people and myself, I would like 
to express at this sorrowful moment my deepest feelings 
of sympathy to you and to the families of the victims 
who lost their lives. 


In a message sent to the Supreme Soviet Presidium, 
Yildirim Akbulut, Turkish Grand National Assembly 
speaker, expressed his regrets and sent his condolences. 


Prime Minister Turgut Ozal and Foreign Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz sent messages of condolences to Nikolay Ryzh- 
kov, Soviet Council of Ministers chairman, and Foreign 
Minister Shevardnadze respectively. 


SDPP leader Erdal Inonu also sent a message of condo- 
lences to Gorbachev on this occasion. 


A telegram sent by the Turkish Red Crescent organiza- 
tion to the Soviet Red Cross says that it is ready to 
extend all kinds of aid. 


United Communist Party Lauds Gorbachev UN Speech 
TA0912102188 (Clandestine) Our Radio 
in Turkish to Turkey 0800 GMT 9 Dec 88 


[Turkish United Communist Party Central Committee 
statement dated 8 December | 988—read by announcer] 


[Text] In a speech he delivered at the UN General 
Assembly in New York, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba- 
chev announced a new initiative by his country toward 
peace and disarmament. Accordingly, in the next 2 years, 
the Seviet Union will unilaterally reduce its Armed 
Forces by 500,000 troops. Furthermore, it will reduce its 
Armed Forces in Central Europe by 50,000 troops and 6 
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tank divisions. These units will be disbanded. Also, 
certain factories in the Soviet Union that produce mili- 
tary goods will switch to civilian production as of next 
year. 


As you know, NATO circles up to now have claimed that 
the Soviet Union has su in conventional weap- 
ons, especially in the number of tanks. NATO defends its 
(?supremacy) in strategic nuclear missiles based on this 
claim. As you may remember, Pentagon circles have also 
been pressuring Turkey to join in their nuclear modern- 
ization plans. 

The Soviet Union's decision to reduce unilaterally its 
troops and conventional weapons opens brand-new pos- 
sibilities before the European peoples. This decision 
concerns Turkey closely as well. If NATO joins in this 
reduction, the process of nuclear and conventional dis- 
armament will be accelerated, the security of all coun- 
tries will be strengthened, and detente will grow. The 
reduction in conventional weapons is especially impor- 
tant for our country, which allocates a great portion of its 
resources to defense expenditures. Arms reductions car- 
ried out on the basis of mutual and equal security will 
release very large funds that can be allocated to eco- 
nomic development and the reduction of unemploy- 
ment. 


The Turkish United Communist Party [TUCP] calls on 
the government to adopt an active attitude on this issue. 
[passage indistinct]. The possibility of starting the 21st 
century free of nuclear arms and violence is growing. 
Together with all peace forces, the TUCP will make 
every possible effort to this end. 


Court Appeal To Abolish Socialist Party 
TA0912072788 Ankara Domestic Service 
in Turkish 2100 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] The Constitutional Court has rejected an appeal 
to close down the Socialist Party. The decision was 
reached unanimously. 


The public prosecutor had filed a suit to have the party 
closed on the grounds that its program violates the 
relevant articles of the Political Parties Law. 
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